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Since each is folfd of his 02971 ugly Face ; 
Is hy ſhou' i You ; whe we hold it break the Glaſs? 
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| To Her Royal Highneſs | the 
Provefe Anne of LN OUTRER: By 


Md DA Mi 


Fin adyenuring ro ) lay this little 
Piece at your Highnetjes Fcet, and 
| i beg, your Royal Protection 
of it, Thavepreſum'd too far,beplcas'd 
| toimpureit fo your own, mott graci- 
| ous Goodneſsthe knowledge of which 
- encourag'd|me. Our Sex are by Na- 
; ture tender of their own Off- ſpring,\ 
eand may be allow to have more 
' fondneſs for thoſe of the Brain; then 
any other z becauſe they are ſo few; 
\and meet with ſo many Enemies at 
;their firſt appearance in the World. 
1 hope therefore to find pardon;if like 
jan indulge Parent; I have endea- 
Fourd to: advance my firlt Born, by 
Bw tis ir Yery carly into your High- 
Piles Sery iCC. - | EE 
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DEDICATION. ſ 


I have not preſunrd to approach | 
your Highnels out of any Contidence 
in the merits of this Eſlay, bur of the | 
Cauſe which it pleads, wherein the 7 
Honour of the whole Sex feem'd to } 
exact of me no leſs a Patronage than 
that of the Beſt, as well as Greateſt 
among 'em, whom they are all am- 
bitious to ſee at their head. - I have .. 
only endeavour'd to reduce the Sexes 
to a Level, and by Arguments to - 
raiſe Ours to an Equallity at moſt ' 
with the Men: But your Highneſs \ 
by INluſtrious Example daily convin- + 
ces the World of our Superiority, , 
-and we lee with wonder, Vertues in; 
you, Madam, greater than your Birth. * 
In this I am peculiarly happy, that I / c 
am exempted from the common Task | ;; 
of other Dedicators, who lie under: 
an Obligation of publiſhing to the, LY 
World thoſe Excellencies of their} © 
Patrons, which perhaps appear no 
here but in their Fpiſtles. In me 
I. NCTC AS great folly, to pretend to & 
: _miake'J 
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vie "DEDICATION. 


make known the Illuſttious Qualli- 
ties of your Highneſs, as it wou'd be 

| to go about to demonſtrate by] Ar- 
gument, that the Sun ſhind, to a 
Crowd chat are warm d by the Toflu- 
ence of 1t.' 

I had attempted che Charadir of 
| a conſummate Woman, could I, tho' 
+ bur faintly have ſhaddow'd the. 10t- 
| mitable Graces of you Highneſs; but 
' the impoſſbillicy of that Task forcd 
4 me to deſiſt. It were caſy here to 
lanch into thoſe glorious particulars, 
which affirmed of any other than 
your Royal Highneſs, would have 
* been extrayagance of. Flattery ; but 
to you Injuſtice, and in me the high- 
eſt preſumption, to attempt with my 
feeble Hang thoſe PerfeEtions, which 
' the ableſt |muſt fall infinitely ſhort 
_ of. Theluſtreof your Royal Vertues, 

* Madam, like the Sun, gives us 
| warmch and light, and while at a 
M modeſt diſtance we admire it,  1m- 
& Proves our i fight, which too bold a 
"| EC 0 3 © View 
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yiew 5. *et "the ooeaneſt and 
moſt ignorant fee thoſe Glories, 
which the moſt exquiſite Artiſt can 
neyer exprebs. The World therefore 
will rather juſtify than comdemn my 
conduct, it I do not wrong fo bright 
an O1 joing] witha dark obſcure Copy. 

| Madam, Tho' the world may con- 
demn my performance, ic mult ap- 
plaud my choice in this Addreſs, and 
ownthat had Iknownas well how to 
Al gue, as to Intiance, I muſt infalli- 
bly have Triumph'd over all Oppol1- 

tion. It may. be cafie to evade, or 
battle the force of my Arguments, 
bur it is impoſhble without the ut- 
moſt Stupidiry, and Injuſtice to deny 
che manifeſt Advantages of thote 
Illuſtrious Graces, which raiſe your 
Highneſs ſo far aboye theirs as well 
a5 your own Sex. In this I haye im- 


itated che conduct of prudent Gene- | 
rals, who, when they doubt the 


ſufficiency of their ſtrength, retire 
2 Len ſtrong Fore, and reft-de- 
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cure: Wl the Prion. of 1t. 
\ | Theres yet another Reaſon, Madam, 

| which thoj the leaſt juſtifiable, was 
nevertheleſs moſt We with me 
to deyotethis Eſſay to your Highneſs. 
My Ambition to ſhew the profound 
Reſpects I have always had for your 
TIITY would not ſuffer me toler 
{lip any occaſion of expreſſing it, e- 
ven rin bluſh for the meanes of it, 
Thus I find my ſelf reducd by my 
Zeal, to the condition of poor Te- 
* nants, who, muſt expoſe their Poyer- 
ty, £9 ſhew their AﬀecCtion to their 
Lord in a worthleſs Preſent. I am 
ſen{ible of. the raſhneſs of my Ambi- 
tion in aſpiring to the Patronage of 
Your Highneſs, and the need I haye 
of an Apology ; but were I able to 
make one as I ought, I ſhould have 
raken ( care to. have had leſs occaſion 
for it. Yet I doubt not from Your 
Goodneſs/ that Indulgence, which 7 

cannot: expect from Your Juſtice 
| bor, bur that you will ( like Heaven” 
| A 4 : ' whoſe 
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whoſe more immediate Imapes Prin- 
ces are ) accept my unprofitable Ser- 
vice, for the fincericy with which it 
1s tender d. If my unfeign'd Sub- 
miſſion may procure pardon for my 
Preſumption, that Your Happineſs 
may equal Your illuſtrious Vertues, 
and Your Royal Perſon be as far ": 
out of the reach of Fortune, as your | 
Fame and Honour of DetraCtion, 
ſhall ever be the prayers of 


Madam, | [- 


Tour Royal Fighneſs's 
moſp Humble, moſt 
Obedient, and moſt 


Devoted Servant fo 


” logutors to Puppet-Shows, they 
come firſt to tell you what Figures are 
to be preſented, and what Trieks they 
are to 'play. According therefore to 
ancient and” laudable Cuſtom, 1 have 
thought fit to let you know by way of F re- 
face, or 7 avertiſement,(call it which you 
pleaſe YV;that here are many fine Figures 
within to be ſeen, as well worth your 
curioſity, as any in Smithfield at Bar- 
tholomew Tide, 7 will not deny, Rea- 
der, but. that you may have ſeen ſome 
of 'em there already ; to thoſe that have, 
1 have little more to ſay, than that if 
they have a mind to ſee them again in 
E, vie, they may do it here, What is 
it you; 'wou'd have > Here are St. 
George's, Batemans, John Dories, 
Punchinello's, and the Creation of the 
World}; or what's as good ; here's the 
German Artiſt oo, or one that can 
ſhow more Tricks than he: If all this 
will not invite you, y are grown more 


4 ſqueamniſh. 
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meant late, Gentlemen, than yot. 
Wy: to Hf the poor Bookſeller Dill 
make tut an indifferent Market of you. 
Well, let the worſt came to the worſt, 
tis but ſhifting the ſcene toSmithfield, 
and making an Intereſt in half a dozen 
Vizor-Misks ts be ſure of your Conpu= 
wy: But be, good Man, 1s defiroas to 
pleaſe you at firft hand, and therefore 
has put a fine Pifture in the front to 
invite you in, ſo like ſome of you ( as 
he proteſts ) that you ought never look 
in a Glaſs again, if it offends you. For 
my part, I declare, he has adted clear 
againſt my Opinion in this caſe, and ſo 
be has teen told ; for many a poor Man 
bas loft the ſhowing of his Monſter, by 
gratifying the curioſity of the gaping 
Crowd with too exatt a pitture with- 
out doors. Beſides, there's an unlucky 
Rogue of a left-handed Barber, that 
looks like an ill Omen iu the beginning, 
He was told too, that if he wou'd pleaſe 
moſt of you, he ought to take example 
by your Glaſſes and flatter you. Tet 
he continued obſtinate and unmoveable 
to all theſe weighty Reaſons, and is ſo 
fondly bent for his Pifture, that he re- 
folvd againſt all advice to have it. 
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Nay, and he wen'd have Rhimes +» un 
derneath;it too, which, he ſays, weigh 


more with you, than all the Reaſon in 
the worid. 1 thourbt fit to let you 
know this, that the Boukſeller might 


wot loſe rhe credit of bis Fancy, it it 
takes with you, as be is perſwaded it 
will, Far You muſt know, 1 am a greaf 


lover of ſtrict Juſtice, and therefore 


would 4 no meaus Reb, or Defraud 


him of tbe Glory of bis Invention, or 


ty any. ſiniſter way ' ſullie, or diminiſh 


the Honour, or Reputation of his Parts 


and Ingenuity. For the ſame Reaſon 


likewiſe, T7 muſf acquaint - yea, that the 
Rhizies'are none of mine neither ; and 
now my! land is in, I dont _ care 


if 1 tellfyon, * that 7 ans wet very good © 


at that: ingenious Recreation, called 
Crambs, from which ſome riſe to be 


very confi aerable Rhimers, This now 


-3s more then. I was ws 4 d to tell you, 


and therefore [ hope no body will deny, 
but hat T deal ingenuouſly at leaſt 
with you. 

' This one would tbink were Preface 


| 4 ficient ; ; but there are ſome Pen ſo 


\imper tihently curious, th "at they muſt 


weeds have a Reaſoy for every thing, 


F 4; | ih at 


Ee ens £1 =, Ss es TT EH © 
” Preface. 
that is done in the World, tho' it were 


in their favour (for which perhaps tt - 


were hard to give a good one) when 
it were their Intereſt to be ſatisfied, 
and thankful without farther enquiry. 
To comply therefore in ſome meaſure 
with the humour of theſe People, if a- 
ny ſuch think fit to peruſe this Book, [ 
muſt tell 'em very freely, that I was ſo 
far from aiming to oblige, or diſoblige 
'em by it, that it was never intended 
for thetr View, It was occaſion'd by a 


private Converſation, between ſome 


Gentlemen and Ladies, and written aft 
. the requeſt, and for the Diterſion of 


one Lady more particularly, by whom 


with my conſent it was communicated 
| to two or three more of both Sexes, 
my Friends likewiſe, 
By them I was with abundance of 
Complements importun'd to make it 
peblick ; now tho' T do with good Reas 
ſon attribute much more, of what was 
faid to me upon this Occaſion, to their 
good Breeding and Friendſhip, than to 
their real Opintons of my Performance; 
yet I have fo much ſatisfadlion in their 
Sircerity, and Friendſhip as to be cone 
| fiaent they would not ſuffer, much leſs 
| Pere 
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| Preface. 


perſwade me to eXpoſe to the world a- 


ny thing, of which they doubted ſo far, 
as to think it would mot be tollerably 
acceptable. Nor have I leſs aſſurance 
of t ir. Judgment and Skill in things 
of this ature, beſide that I have tcen 
inform'd by ſome of 'em, that it has 
been ſeen, and favourably receiv'd Ly 
ſome Gentlemen, whom the world thinks 
no incompetent Judges. After all this 
Encourbgement, 1 ſuppoſe, I ſhall not 
be thought vain, if, as T pretend not 
to the applauſe, ſo I fear not the con- © 
tempt pf the world : Tet T preſume not 
ſo far {ag the Merits of what I have 


writteh = @$ 70 make my Name pub- 


lick with it. TI have elſewhere held, 
that Vanity was almolt the univerſal 


mover: of all our Adions, and cauſe- 


| quently of mine, as well as of others; 
yet itirs not ſirongenough in me, to in- 


duce me to bring my Name upon the 
publick flage of the World. 


There are many Reaſons, that ot 


lige me to this cautious, referv'd way 


of pracedure ; tha I might otherw//z 


be very; ambitions of appearing in the 
deſente of my Sex, cou'd 1 perſwace 
my ſelf, that I was able to write any 

i | | thing 
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Subjeit, which I am not vain enough 


to think, This indeed is one Reaſon, 


becauſe I am ſenſible it might have 
been much better defended by abler 
Pens, ſuch as many among our own Sex 
are; though TI believe ſcarce this much 
wou'd have been expected from me,. by 
thoſe that know me. There is like- 
riſe anther Reaſon, which was yet 
more prevaleut with meg and with thoſe 


few Friends whom I conſulted about. 
it, which is this; There are a ſort of 
Pen, that upon all occaſions think. 


themleFves more concern'd; and more 
thought of than they are; and that, 
like Men that are deaf, 'or have any 


other notorious Defedt; can ſee no body. 


whiſper, or laugh, but they think 'tis 


at themſelves: Theſe Men are apt to 


think, that every ridiculous defcrip- 
tion they meet with, was intended 


more pr fot ſome one or other _ 


of them ; as indeed it is hard to paint 


any thing compleat in their ſeveral. 


Kinas, without hitting many of their 
particular Features, even without draive 


ing from them; The knowledge of this, 
with the conſideration of the tender< - 


*, 
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ſelves, te 
fear they. ſhould want ſome Body to 


y(t 
7 


neſs of Reputation in our Sex, ( which 
AS OHr delicateſt Fruits and fineſt Flows 
ers are moſt obnoxious to the injuries 
of Weather, is ſubmitted to every infe- 
(tous Blaſt of malicious Breath ) made: 
me very cautions, how I expos'd mine 
to ſuch poiſonous Vapours, I was nat 
ignorants how literal ſome Men are 
their 4s candal, whenever provok'd, 
eſpecially by a Woman ; and how 
ready the ſame Men are t6 be fo, 
tho upok never ſo miſtaken Grounds. 
This made me reſolve to keep 'em in 
{gnorance of my Name, and if they have 
a mind \to find me out, let 'em catch. 
me (if they can) as Children at Blind- 
mans Buff do one another, Floodwinkt ; 
and I am of Opinion I have room enough 
to put 'em out of Breath before they 
come near me. 
| The vent has in Effet prov'd my 
fuſpicio 4 Prophetick ; for there are (as 
1 am inform'd ) already ſome, ſo fors 
ward to intereſt themſelves againſt me, 
that they : take Charafters upon thems 
before they ſee 'em; and, for 


throw their Dirt at, with equal Tance 
rance, and Injuſtice Father this. Prece 
1 To  #pon 
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apon the Gentleman, who was ſo kind as 
to take care of the Publication of it, 
only to excuſe me from appearing, This 
made me once reſolve to oppoſe my In- 
mocence to their Clamour, and perfix 
my Name, which I thought 1 was 


bound to do in Juſtice to him. In this 


Reſolution I had perſiſted, had not the 
very ſame Gentleman generouſly per- 
ſwaded, and over-ruPd me to the con- 
trary, repreſenting how weak a tefence 
Innocence is againſt Calumny, how 0 
pen the Fars of all the World are, and 
how greedily they ſuck in any thing to 
the prejudice of a Woman ; and that ( to 


»ſe his own Expreſſion )| the ſcandal Ml 
= 


ſuch Men, was like Dirt thrown 
Children, aud Fools at random, and 
without Provocaticn, it would dawb fils 
thily at firſt, though it were eafily waſht 
off again : Adding, that he defir'd me 
wot to be under any concern for him ; for 
he valued the Malice of ſuch men, as lits 
tle, as their Friendſhip, the one was as 
feeble, as tother falſe, 

[ ſuppoſe I need make no Apoloey to 
my own Sex for the meaneſs of this de- 


fence ; the bare intention of . ſerving 
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1 Preface; 
Men, "the C ndid and Ingenuous Tam 
ſure w7ll not; quarrel with me for any 
ihing in this. little Book } fince there is 
nothing in ity which was ot drawn from 
the ſtricteſt Reaſon I was Miſtreſs of, 
and the beſt Dbſervations I was able to 
make, except a ſtart or two only cons 
Cer ning, the';,:  Salique Law, and the 


Amazons, which, if they divert not 


the Reader, Gin t offend him. | 
F4 ſhall a8t trouble the Rearter wit) 
ny: account of the Method I have of = 


f[erv'd, he will eaſily diſcover that on 


reading the Piece it ſelf. T ſhall only 
take notice tn him of one thing, which | 
with a little attetton to that he reads 
he will readify find to be true, that is; 
that the Characters were not written | 
vut of any Wanton Flumour, or Malici- 
ous Deſign th.charatterize any, Particu> 
lar Perſons${but to illuſtrate what T' 
have ſaid up 7 the ſeveral Heads, under 

which they ak rang'd,; and repreſent not 
ut ſo many Clans, or Dis. 
Uihons of Vin, that play the Fool ſeri» 
oully in by e Forld: If any Individual 


ſeem to be mire peculiarly markt, it is 
Tecauſe he is perhaps more notorious 


tnthe old, [aby ſome one or more Atti>. 
: j R cles 


' Preface, — 
Ces of the General Charatter here given 
T am jure that there is no Man, who is 
but moderately Accquainted with the 
World, eſpeciatly this Town, but may 
find half a Dozen, or more 
for every Picture, After all, if any 
Man have ſo little Wit, as to appropris 
ate any of theſe Characters to himſelf, 
Fre takes a liberty I have hitherto ne- 
' wer given him, but ſhall do it now in 
' the Words of a Great Man, If any 
Fool finds the Cap fit him, Ict hini 
"pur it on. | 4 
' There are ſome Men, ( 1 hear) who 
will not allow this Piece to be written 
by a Woman ; did I know what Eſtimate 
to make of their Judgments, I might 
perhaps have a higher Opinion of this 
Triffle, than 1 ever yet had. For 1 
little thought while I was writing this, 
that any Man ( eſpecially an Tngentous 
Man ) ſhould have the ſcandal of being 
the reputed  Aithor: For he wult 
think it ſcandalous to be made to Father 
a Womans Produftions unlawfully. 
Bat theſe Gentlemen, I ſuppoſe, believe 
there is more Wit; than they'l find in 
this Piece, upon the Credit of the 
Bookſeller, whoſe Iutere{t it is to flatter 
: . ty 


Tl Preface. Y 


rf, But wk it as well written as I 
could. wifh it, or as the Subjett wou'd 
hear, and keſerves ; : [ ſee no reaſon 
why our Sex fhou' d be robb'd of the 
Honour of it ; Since there have been 
Women in alt Ages, whoſe Writings | 
might vie with Whoſe of the greateſt Men, 
as the Preſent Age as well as paſt can. 
teſtifie. I fpallnot trouble the Reader 
with their numes, becauſe I won'd not 
be thought fo vain, as to rank- ſelf 
among 'em; ind their names are already 
too well buo nm, and celebrated to res 
cerve any & Tditional Luſtre from ſo 
weak Encomtums as mine, 1 pretend. 
not to imitat?, much leſs to Rival thoſe 
Huſtrious Lrdies, who have done [0 
much Honoufi: to their Sex, and are 
unanſwerable:Proofs of, what I contend 
1k Tonly wiſh, that ſome Ladies now 
| \ Hruving among us ( whoſe names Þ forbear 
wh mention mm regard to their Modeſty) 
wou'd | exert themſelves, and give us 
more recent Tuſtances, who are both by 
Nature and Education ſufficiently quas 
lifted to do ity which I pretend not to. 
F freely own. to the Reader, that I 
know no other;T, ongue beſides my Native, 
except F cendh , in which I am but very 
By moderate 


- 


mM R —_© JF 
moderately . Skill'd. T1 plead not this 


to excuſe the meaneſs of my Performance ; 
becauſe I know, I may reaſonably be 
ask'd, why IT was ſo forward to write; 
For that I have already given my rea- 
ſons above, if they will not ſatisfie the 
Reader, he muſt endeavour to pleaſe 
bimſelf with better, for T am very little 
ſolicitous about the matter. T ſhall on- 

ly add, that for my Good Will T hope 
the Favour of my own Sex, which will 

fatisfie my Ambition. OE 
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Torhe Moſt Ingemious Mrs. TD 


or her] Admirable Defence 


of Her Sex. 


EA. 


| Ehye- havelye ſang the Fam'd Orinda's praiſe, 
nd own'd 4frea's Title to the Bays, 

vir have paid the Tribure due, 

But ſhou'd be Bankrupt, before juſt to you. 

Sweet flowing;N umbers, and fine Thoughts the / 
writ ; 48 

Bur you Etern il Truths, as well as Wit. 

In them the Force of Harmony we find, 

In you the Strkngth, and Vigour of the Mind. 

Datk Clouds of Prejudice obtcur'd their Verſe, 

You with Vicerious Proſe thoſe Clouds dilperſe: 

Thoſe Foggs; which wou'd not to their Flame 
ſubmit, 13; 


Vaniſh before your Riſing Sun of Wit. 


ike Stars, ther only in Themlelves were bri ght, 
he whole SeFſhines by your refle&ed Light. | 
Our Sex haxe long thro' Uſurpation reign 'd, 
And by their /Fyranny their Rule maintain'd, 
Till wanton ggown with Arbitrary Sway * 
Depos'd by ycu They prattice to obey, 
Proudly ſubmffring, when ſuch Graces meer, 
Beauty by Nalure, and by Conqueſt Wir. 
For Wit they had on:their own'Sex enrail'd, 
T'ill for your ſelf, and Sex you thus prevail > - 
Thrice happyrSex | Whoſe Foes fuch Pow! r 
difarms, [67 
And gives freſh Luſtre to your native Charms, 


V/ hd: Nervous Senſe couch din cloſe Merhod 
ies, ; 
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1 Clear 
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Clear as her Soul, and piercing as her Eyes, 

If any yet ſo ſtupid ſhov'd appear, 

As ſtill to doubr, what ſhe has made ſo clear, 
Her Beavtie's Arguments they would allow, 
And to Her Eyes their full Converſton owe. 
And by Experiment the World convince. 
The Force of Reaſon's leſs, than thar of Senſe. 


Your Sex you with ſuch Charming Grace de- | 


fend, 

While that you vindicate, you Ours amend : 
We in your Glaſs may ſee each foul defe&, 

And may not only ſee, bur may correft. 

In vain old Greece her Sages would compare, 

They taught what Men ſhould be, you what 

they are 

With doubtfull Notiones they Mankind perplext, 
And with unpraQticable Precept vext. 

In vain they ftrove wild Paſſions to reclaim, 
_ Uncertain what they were, or whence they came. 
But you,who have found our their certain Source, 
May with a happier Hand divert their Courſe. 
Themſelves ſo little did thoſe Sages know, 
That to their Failings We their Learning owe. 
- Their Vanity firſt caus'd 'em to aſpire, . 

| ay with feirce Wranglings fet all Greece on 

ire : 

Thus into ſeQts they ſplit the Grecian youth, 
Contending more for Vittory than Truth. 
Your Speculations nobler Ends perſue, 
"They.aim not tobe Popular, bur crue. 

You with ſtri& juſtice in an equal Lighe, 
Expoſe both Wie and Folly to our Sight. 
Yet as the Bee fecyre on Poyſon feeds, 
Extrading Honey from the rankeſt Weeds : 

So ſafely you in Fools Inftruftours find, 

And Wiſdom in the Follies of mankind. - 

' With purer Waves henceforth ſhall Saryr flow, 
And we this change ts your chaft Labours owe ; 
 Satyr before from a Polluted Source 
Brought Native Filth, augmented in its courſe. 
No longer muddy ſhall thoſe Sweams appenrs. , 
: | :6 
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|, Clear. | 
Well may youll Wit to usa wonder ſeem, 
Z . Softrong's the /Current, yet ſo@@car the ſtream, 
3} Deep, bur not! Dull, thro* each tranſparent Line 
* We ſee the Gems, which ar the Botrom ſhine, 
E To' your Correction freely we ſubmir, 
Z © Whoreach us yodeſty, as well as Wir. 
Our Sex with Bluſhes muſt your Conqueſt own, 
hile yours prepare the Garlands you bave won. 
L dow; Fame ſecure long as your Sex ſhall laſt, 
* _ Nor Time, not Envy {hall your Lawrels blaſt, 
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; Which you Wi nl and made ſo Leer, and 
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The Reader is defir'd to excuſe, and corref 
all Li-eral Eſcapes, and to amend the fol- 


lowing thus. 


Errata. 


Age 4. I. 15. for Er: rgema, read Eugeni as Po T0, 

22. for hat, read the, p. 28. 1. 16. for 
a read Murry. P. 29. I: I 3. for change read 
chances P.32. 1. 4. for Revetion,read Repe?:tion. P. F3- 
I. 4- for £ſay, read Eſop. p. 53.1. 13. for Meſſienrs, 
read Sicurs, P Co I. 2. read upon us. p. 84.1. 1. 
for| and theſ-, read th:ſe. p. 103.1. 23. for little 
read little. p. 1x1. 1. 12. for ocſicaons, read occaſions. 
- Þ. 113.1, for Mafter, read Maſtery. p-126. 1. 20. 


for as well, read as well a5. Þ. 143, l. 9. for inſpire, | 


read jg pirere 
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"HE @onverſation we had 

'rorhit day, makes me, Dear 
Madi'm, Le more ſenſible 
| of tlie unreaſonableneſs of 
27 yaur deſire ;/: which obliges me to 
inform you farther upon a Subject, 
2 wherein I haye more need of your 
Ay Lins ons "The ſtrength of Judg- 
+} mear, ſpriglitly Fancy, and admira- 
24 ble Addreſs, you ſhew'd upon that 
FOccaſion, 1feak you fo perfect a 
+Miſtrefts of #har Argument (as [ 
pm not but you are of any orher 
Fhar you pleaſe ro engage in) that 
Frhoever, wpuld ſpeak or write 
Avell oa it, per firſt ro be yout 
B Schollar, 


HE So FOI 


 Schollar. Yet to let you ſce how 
abſolutely «you may command me, 
'F had' rather be your Echo, than 
be ſilent when- You bid me ſpeak, 
and beg your excuſe rather for my 
Failures, than want of Complacence. 
I know You will not accuſe.me for 
a Plagiary if I return You nothing, 
but what I have glean'd from You, 
when You conſider, that I pretend 
not to make a Preſent, bur to |pay 
the Intereſt only of a Debr. Nor 
can You tax me with Vanity, ſince 
no Importunity of a Perſon leſs 
lov'd, or valu'd by me than your 
ſelf could have extorted thus much 


from me. This Conſideration leaves 


me no_ro2m to doubr bur that you 
will with your uſual Candour par- 
don thoſe Defeats, and correct thoſe 
Errors, which proceed only from 
an over forward Zeal 'to oblige 
You, though to my own Diſad- 
yYantage. £2 : 


The defenc2 of our Sex againſt fo 
many and fo great Wits as have fo 
ſtrongly at ack'd it, may juſtly 


{cem a Tazk tco difficult for a Wo-. 


man 
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man to atiQnpt. | Nor "cha I cari, 
or ought to; yield, that we are by 


ecrpize, than Men are; which I 
hope at leaſt:to ſhew plauſible Rea- 
pa for, before [ have done: But 


F b-cauſe through the Uſurpation of 
Men, and the Tyranny of Cuſtom 
( here in England eſpecially ) there 


are at moſt but few, who are b 


| Letters: tin 


part I ſhall |freadily own, thar as 
few as therg| arc, there may be 


+ ſelves much 


® their Eaſe, hinder them from doing 


a 


"&s 
55 


2 | rel, 


Nature leſs Enabled for ſuch an En+ 


Education, a acquir'd Wit, or. 
ently quallified for. 
fuch an Undextaking. For my own 


and arc abundance, who in their. 
daily Conyerfations approve them- 
Dore able, and ſuffici-' 
t cnt Afſertors' of our Cauſe, than. 
#* my ſ:If; and|\.I am ſorry that ei. 
% ther their B Bulines, their 'other Di- 
+ verſions, or tho great Indulgence of 


| publick. Juſtice to their Sex. - The | 
-2 Men by Intereſt or Inclination are | 
fo generally cngag'd againſt us, 
Jrhar it i5 not ito þ2 expected, that . 
any on2"Man 0E-W: it ſhould ariſe ſo 
* N2rous As 0! (engage 1n our Quar- 


YL 
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14] 

rel, and be the Champion of. our 
Sex+ againſt rhe Injurics and Op 

preſſions of his own. Thoſe Ro- 
mantick days are over,, and thcre 
is. not ſo much as a Don (auixot of 
the Quill Jeft ro ſuccour the diſtreſ- 
ſcd Namſels. Tis true, a Feint 
of ſomething of this Nature was 
made three or four Ycars ſince by 
one ; bur how much ſocyer his En- 
genia may be oblig'd to him, I am 
of Opinion the reſt of her Sex; are 
bur-little beholding to him. For as 
you righily obſerv'd, dam, he 
has taken more care to give an 
Edge to his Satyr, than force to 
his Apology ; he has play'd a ſham 


Prize, and receives more thruſts 


than he makes ; and like a falſe Re» 


negade fights under our Colours 
only for a fairer Opportunity of be- 
traying us. Bur what could be ex- 
wy elſe from a Beau? An Annt 
mal that can no more commend in 
carneſt a Womans Wit, than 2 
Man's Perſon, and that compli- 
ments ours, only to ſhew his own 
good Brecding and Parts. He le- 
yels his Scandal| at the whole Wy 
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and thinks us ſufficiently fortificd, 
if out of the Story of Two Thou- 
ſand Years he 14s ' been able rq 
pick up a few Examples of Women 
illuſtriqus for their Wir, Learning 
or Yerrue, ard Men infamous for 


3 rhe contrary! i though I think the 


irc of our Enemies 
r'd him that labour, 
by granting that all Ages have pro- 
duc'd Perſons famous or. infamous 
df borh Sexey; or they muſt throw 


up all proc to "Rr 4 or 
"S Reaſon. | 


t 118 


L have ncither Learning, nor In- 
clination co.'make a Precedent, or 
indeed any uſe of Mr. W's. labour'd 
and ſhall 
leave Pedants| and School-Bo Sto 
rake and tumble rhe Rubbiſh of 
Antiquity, and muſter alt the Ze- 
roes and Zerajns they can find ro 


furniſh matrex for ſome wretched 


Harangue, or ſtuff a miſerable De- 


clamation vi inſtead' of Senſe or 
Argument, 


: $2 a 


Some ai- 
Vantiag-s to 
be a!/.wd 
to the aſe. 
parity of 
Education, 


[6] 
I ſhall not enter into any diſpute, 


whether Men, or Women be gene- 
rally more ingenious, or learned ; 


that Point muſt be given up to the 


advantages Men have over us by 


' their Education, Freedom of Con- 


verſe, and variety of ' Buſineſs and 


| Company. But when any Compa- 
' riſon js made between 'em, great 


allowances muſt | be made for the 


diſparity of thoſe Circumſtances. 
; Neither ſhall I conteſt. about the 
preheminence of . our Virtues; I 
' know there are too many Vicious, 
and I hope there are a great many 
 Virtvous of both Sexes. Yet this 


I may ſay, that whateyer Vices are 
found amonglt us, have in general 


both their ſource, and encourage- 
ment from them. 


bl 


| The Queſtion I ſhall ar preſent 


handle is, whethec the time an in- 
genious Gentleman ſpends in the 
Company of Women, may juſtly 
be faid co be miſemploy'd, or not? 
T put the queſtion in general terms ; 
b-cauic whoever holds the affirma- 
five mutt maintain it fo, or the Sex 
{/ i 
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is 10 Way < born'd ro oppole him. 
On the oth # ſide I ſhall not main- 


_ tain the: Negative, but with ſome 


Reſtriftions q ad Limitations ; be- 
cauſe I will/not be bound to juſti- 
fie thoſe Wamen, whoſe Vices and 


ill Condu - expoſe them deſerved- 


ly to the Cenſure of the other Sex, 
as well as of their own. The Que- | 
{tion bein thus ſtated, let us con- | 
and purpoſes,for which | 


ſider the end 
Converſatiqn 


was at firſt inſtituted, 


and is yetFefirable ; and then we 


ſhall ſee, v] 
bz found FR, 


rhe ſame 


only two, | 
are dividedinto thoſe of the Mind, 


and thoſe bf the Body. Of the 
latter I ſhall rake no further No-: 
tice, as haying no Relation to the: 
ject; bur ſhall confine 
zolly to the Mind, the 
Profit of which is the Improvement 
of rhe Jnderſtanding , and the. 
the Diverſion, and Re- 
; { 1t'S Cares and Paſſi IONS. 
tn B4 7 Now. 


preſent SuÞb 
my ſelf wW 


Plc afurc is 


hether they may not all 
the Company of Wo- | 
men. Thefe Ends, I take it, are 
fith thoſe we aim at in; 
all our other Aions, / in general 
Yrofit or Pleaſure. Theſe. 
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f.cither of theſe Ends be at- 


\le:by. the Society of Women, 
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1 hope to make it appear, that they 


are not. only both ro be met with in' 


the Converſation of Women, but 
one of them more generally, and in 
greater meaſure than in Mens. 


Our Company is generally by 
. our Adverſaries repreſented as _un- 


profitable and irkſome* to Men of 


Senſe, and by ſome of the more 
vehemenr Sticklers againſt us, as 
Criminal. Theſe Impurations ag 
they are unjuſt, eſpecially the. lat- 
rer, ſo they ſavpur ſtrongly of the 


Malice, Arrogance and Sottiſhneſs.. 
of thoſe, rhat moit frequently urge - 


'<m; who are commonly cither con: 
ceited Fops, whoſe ſucceſs in their 
Prerences to the fayour of qur Sex 


has been no greater than their Me- 
rit, and fallen yery far.ſhart of their - 


Yaniry and Preſumptian, or a ſorr 
of moroſe,  1!|-bred, unthinking 
Fellows, who appcar to be. Men 


only by their Habir and Beards, . 
and are ſcarce diſtinguiſhable from . 


| Bruges 


I havegaind my Point. However, 
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Prutes but ti - their Figure and Ri: 
ſibility. Buf I ſhall wave theſe Rey 
flections artreſenr, however juſt, 

and come clpſer ro our Argument. 
If Women ary not quallified for the 
Conyerfation. of i ingenious Men, or, 
to go yet f wrther, their friendſhip, 
F ir muſt be lgcauſe they want ſome 
F anc condirigh, or more, necellarily 
2 requiſite ro Eicher. The neceſlary 
Conditions of theſe are Senſe, and _ 
good naturey/ to which muſt b2 ad- 

ded, for Friendſhip, Fidelity and 
Integrity. Now if any of theſe 
be wanting thy our Scx, it muſt be 
either b.cauſe Nature has not been 
ſo libexal a$ ro beſtaw 'em upon 
us; or becayle dye care has not been 
taken to cul tivate thoſe Gifts to a 
competent n.eaſure in us. 


The firſt | f cheſe Cauſes is that, 
which 'is myſt generally urg'd a- | 
g4inſt us, whether it be in Raille- | 
TY, Or Spight. | might calily Cut 
this parc off the Controverſy ſhort | 
by an irretr Sable Argument, which | 
is, that the Fxpr 18 tatent, and rea-. 
fon for which Woman was created, 

WW as | 
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was to be a Companion, and help 


'mezt to: Man; and thar conſequent- 


ly thoſe, that deny 'em to be fo, 
muſt argue a Miſtake in Provyi- 
dence, and think themſelves wiſer 
than their Creator. But theſe Gen- 
rlemen are generaily ſuch paſſionate 
Admirers of themſelves, and . have 
ſuch a profound value and reve- 
rence for their own Parts, that they 
axe ready art any time to ſacrifice 
| theic Religion to the Reputation of 
\ their Wir, : and rather than loſe 
their point, deny the truth of the 
Hiſtory. There are others, that 
though they allow the Story yet 
affirm, that the propagation, and 
continuance of Mankind, was the 
only- Reaſon for which we were 
made ; as if the Wisdom that firſt 
made Man, cou'd not without trou- 


ble have continu'd that Species by 


the ſam2 or any other Method, had 
not this bz:n moſt conducive to his 


happineſs, which was the gracious 


and only end of his Creation. Bur 
theſe ſuperficial Gentlemen wear 
their Underſtandinzs like their 
Cloches, a1ay's fer and formal, 

| | and 
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lr 1 
and wau'dino more Talk chag 
Dreſs out ok Faſhion ; Beau's thar, 
rather than any. part of their outy 
ward Figure thou'd be damag'd, 
wou'd wipe: the dirt of their ſhoes 
with their Handkercher, and thar 


value themſelves infinitely more 
upon modiſſ; Nonſenſe, than upon 


the beſt Senſe againſt the Faſhion. 


But ſince I'do not intend to make 
this a: religlous Argument, I {hall 


leave: all further Conſiderations of 
[this Nature!'to the Div ines, whoſe 


more immegliate Buſineſs and Stu- 
dy it is td aſlert the Wiſlom of 
Provideacchn the Order, and diftri- 


| bution of this World, A an” all that 
ſhall oppolF i it. 


To proceed: therefore if we be., 


\Soul or Body. In the es 448 SMS, 
't be, if whar- I have 


be true, that all Souls are equal, 
and alike,;, and that contequently 


| there is nofluch diſtinRion, as Male 


and Femake Souls ; that there are 
go innate gWei's, but thar ail the 
| | Notions 


| » dift Im 
naturally dgfetiv c, ithe Defect muſt 7 nuef : ” 


| be either in 
. Soul it cal 
| hear'd fomE learned Men maintain, 


= beat KAI 3244 
0p DOSE Ben 


EIS] 
Notions we have, are dcriv'd from 
our External Senſes, cither imme- 
diately, or by RefleQion. Theſe 


Metaphyſical Speculations, I muſt 


own Madam, require much more 
Learning and a ſtronger Head, than 
I can pretend to be Miſtreſs of, to 
be conſider'd as they ought: Yet 
ſo bold I may be, as to undertake 
the defence of theſe Opinions, when 
any of our jingling Opponents think 


, 


fit to refute em. 


| N*adzar- Neither can it be in the Body, |} 


_*agc inthe (1F T may credit the Report of Jear- 
©5.- ned Phyſicians ) for there is no dif- 
Bozier, ference in the Organization of thoſe 
| Parts, which have any relation to, 

or, influence over the Minds ; bur 

the Brain, and all other Parts (which 

I am not Anatomiſt enough "i 

name ) are contriv'd as well for the 
plentiful conveyance of Spirits, 

which are held to be the immedi- 

ate Inſtruments of Senſation, in Wo- 


:n, as Men. I ſee therefore no - 


natural Impediment in the ſtruure 
_cfour Bodies ; ' nor dees Experience, 
of Obleryation argue any: We ofe all 
| iT Oo our 
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l p Faculties, as well as 
Men, nay agd our. Rational too,de- 
ducting only; for the advantages be- 
torc menziggy d. Ss a, 


| Fl 


: Let us arpeal yet furrher ro Ex* notch 4 
perience, any - obſerve thoſe Crea» ” 


tures that dEyiate leaſt from fimple 
Nature, and ſec if we can find a- 
ny dillereſ in Senſe, or under- 
YNEWeen Males and Fe- 


CY [ 
but thoſe [i Paſlion or PE EY 
which arc|Natures, and know no 
difference Þf Education, nor rc-. 
ccive any . By als by prejudice. We 

ſce great giſtance in Degrees of 
Underſtanding, Wit, Cunning and 
Docility p call them what you 
pleaſe ) beween the ſeveral <p | 
of Brutes.;; An Ape, a Dog, a 

Fox, are | 'by daily Obſervation 
found to ;»© more, Docile , and 
more Subtle than an Ox, a Swine, 
or 4a Sbcep:, But a She Ape is as 


. ol o, ang as ready at Imiration as 


[Birch Wall learn, as many. 
pk Tricks 


_ j 14 | 
Tricks in as ſhorr a time as 4 Dog, 
a Female Fox has as many Wiles 
25 a Male. A thoutand fnftanc:s of 
' this kind might be proc duc'd ; bur 1 
think theie are fo piain, that to 
inſtance more were a ſuperfluous 1a- 
bour ; I ſhall only once more take 
notice, that in Brutes and other A- 
-nimals there is no difference be- 
twixt Male and Female in point of 
Sagacity, notwithſtanding there is 
the ſame diſtintion of Sexes, that 
vo rar Men and Wares [ 


have read, thac ſome Philoſophers 


have held Brutes ro be no more 
than meer Machines, a fort of Di- 
vinc Clock-work, that Act only by 
the force of nice unſeen Springs 
' without Senſation, and cry out 
without feeling Pain, Eat without 
Huoger, Drink withour Thirſt, 
fawn Os] their Keepers without 
ſeein | hunt Hares without 
Smalfthe, &:. Here Madam is'co- 
_ ver for our Aniagonitts againſt rhe 
lait Argument ſo thick, that rhere 
is no beating 'em out. For my 
part, [ ſhall not enyy 'em their re- 
fug ze, le: 'em lie like the wild 7r7/þ 

{ccure 


Their Boggs ; the field 
is at leaſt ours, ſo long as they 
keep to their Faſtneſſes. Bur rg 
quit this Topick, I ſhall only add, 
char if the 1& Srnedeft He of 'em all 
can convince&.me of the truth of 
this Opinion, |; He will .very much 
ſtagger my |raith'; for. hitherto [ 
have been alle to obſerve! no dif- 
ference betwecn ' our Knowledge: 
and theirs, bar 2 gradual one; and. 
depend upon ' Revelation alone, 
that our. Souls are Immortal, and 
theirs not. # 

My 

But if an Arg ”7ument from Brutes Pp nieves 
and other Ahjmals {hall not be als of. 
low'd as conclutve, (though | can't 
ſee, why ſuch an Inference ſhould | 
not be yalig fince the parity of 
Reaſon is the ſame on both ſides 
in this Caſe, þ I ſhall deſire rhoſe, 
that hold qgainſt us ro obſerve 
the Countrys People, I mean the 
inferiour furt of them, ſuch as nog 
having Stocks to follow Husban- 
dry upon their own Score, ſubliſt 
upon their Maily 1.abour. For a- 
mongſ theſey though not fo equal 
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as that of Brutes, yet the Cond!- 


rion of the two Sexes is more le- 
yel; than amongſt Gentlemen, Ci-. 
ty Traders, or rich Yeomen. *:Ex- _ 


amine - them in © their ſeveral Buſi- 


neſſes, and their Capacities will ap- 


pear <qual; but talk to them of 


things indifferent, and out of the. 
Road of their conſtant Employment, * 


and the Ballance will fall 'on our 
ſide, the Women will be found rhe 
more ready. and polite. Let us 
look a little further, and view our 
Sex in a ſtate of more improves 
ment, amongſt our Neighbours the 
Dutch. There . we liall find them 
managing not only the Domeſtick 
Aﬀairs of the Family, but making, 


aad receiving all Payments as: welt * 
great as imall, keeping the Books, © / 


ballancing the Accounts, and do 
ing all the Bufincſs, cyea the niceſt 
of Merchants, with as much Dexte- 


rity and Exactneſs as their, or our. 


Men can do. And 1 have often 
h:ar'd ſome of our conſiderable 
Merchants blame the condu& of our 
Country-Men in this point ; that 
they breed our Women {ſo igno- 
| ram 
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tant of, Buſineſs; whereas. were 
# they taught Arichmerick, and oz _ Y 
© ther Arts. which| require not much JF 
Z bodily ſtrengrh,, they mighe ſupply | 
| the places of;abundance of Juſty I 
| Men now employ 'd in ſodentary © | i 
| Buſineſs ; which would be '@;migh*' I 
profit to the|Nation by ſanding by : 

& Fr: Men-to mployments, where I 
# hands and St ength are more re- 
| quir'd, eſpecially at this time wheri : 
& we are in ſuch want of People. | 4 
7 Beſide that ic*might prevent the | 
: | ruine of many:Families, which is 
x often occaſion! by the Death of 
= Merchants in Full Buſineſs, and 

* leaving their Accounts perplex'd, 
and. embroil'd * to a Widdow m4” : 
. / underſtanding no- | I 
Husband or Father's | 
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38 rates the. utter Confounding a | ” 
Wair Eſtate; which might be pre+ | I 
2 vented, did the. Wife but unders 
*Mtand Merchants ' Accounts, and | » 
F-cre made Me with the. I 
: 1 90ORs. | | | 
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1 haye yet another Argument 


from Nature, which 1s, that the 
very Make and Temper of our Bo- 


dies ſhew that we were never de- 
ſign'd for Fatigue; and the Viva- 
city of our Wits, ,and Readineſs of 
our Invention ( which are confeſs'd 


even by our Adverſaries ) demon» | + 


ſtrate that we were chiefly intend: 


the Mind. Whereas on the contra- 
ry it is apparent from the ſtrength 
and ſize of their Limbs, the Vi- 
gour and Hardineſs of their Con- 


{ticutions, that Men were purpoſe- | 
ly fram'd and contriv'd for Aion, | 


and Labour. And herein the Wiſ- 


dom and Contrivance of Providence _ 


is abundantly manifeſted ; for as 


_ the one Sex is fortified with Cou- '-: 
rage and Ability ro undergo the . 
neceſſary Drudgery of providing | 
Materials for the ſuſtenance of 


Life in both; ſo the other is fur- 
niſh'd with Ingenuity and Prudence 
for the orderly management and 
diſtribution of it, for the Relief and 


Comfort of a Family ; and is over| 3: 


Vis 


ed for Thought and the Exerciſe of [ 
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Fo” 
{| 


4 þ 4 Ld K 
: + * 
Ee RY hk i Ca a. dt "Pp % Ka "OA » 
SATIN ti, wb TS L dS EST... Fo FL, & Dy $94 
ME EE i nor mae oth nl web e lofts; 


; 
- 


and aboye carich'd* with a peculiar 7” 
7 | Few 0 {- 


= 
4 
* \J 
© 
7] 
»s 


. $7 y 
35 s 

i pM I*3 
: »* $457 q 
90% (#1 
S ; 

' 2 


348: 
11 is 


f. 19 ] 


Tenderneſs and Care requiſite tc 


the Cheriſhing | their poor helpleſs 


Ofſpring.. I know our Oppoſers 
uſually. miſcall our quickneſs of 
Thought, Fancy and Flaſh, and 
chtiſten their ab heavineſs by the 
ſpecious Namgs of Judgment and 
Solidity ; bultFit is eafie to retort 


upon 'em the; | reproachful Ones of 


- ;Dullneſs and {upidity with more 


Juſtice.. _ I ſh] purſue this Point 
no further, bu: continue firm in my 


Perſuaſion ,, Tr Nature has net 


_ 
i 


SS 


=: 
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our Education 
4 be BOT ſufficient: 


been ſo Niggardly 'to us, as our 
Adverſaries wo! ld i inſinuare, till 1 
| tre  befter caut & to the contrary, 
then 1: have hitherto at any time 


| ons Yet I am ready to yield 


tro Convictiow,, whoever offers 
ir; which [ {don't ſuddenly CX-. 


[i We 


Ic remains hen for us ta enquire, 
whether the Bpunty of Nature be 


wholly neglei2d, or ſtifled by us, 
or ſo far as to make us unworthy 


f|Mcn? Or whether 
+ ( as bad 25-15 16) 


LO make us A vſe- 
'z "fat. 
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ful, nay a neceſſary: part of weacty 
for: the greateſt part of Mankind. 
This cauſe is ſeldom” itideed urg'd 
againſt us by the Men, though it 


be the only one, that gives 'em 'a- 


ny adyantage over us in under- 


ſtanding. Bur it does not ſerve 


their Pride, there is no Honour to 
be gain'd by it : For a Man ought 
no more to value himſelf upon bc- 
ing Wiſer than a Woman, if he 
owe his Advantage to a better 'F- 
ducation, and greater means of In- 
formation, then he ought ro boaſt 
of his Courage, for beating a Man, 
when his Hands were bound. Na 


it would be fo far from Honourable 


to. contend for preference upon this 
Score, that | they would thereby at 
once argue themſelves guilry both 


of Tyranny, and of Fear: I think 


| I nced not have mention'd the lat- 
ter; for none can be Tyrants but 
Cowards. For nothing makes one 
Party laviſhly depreſs another, bur 
"heir. fear that they may ar one 
!im2 or other become Strong or 
*ouragious enough to make them- 
iTI\cS cqual to, it not ſuperiour to 


their 


n . 
<3 þ 
. os 
7 a > SW. 4 Os 
\ Rn Ws i WT; & 
Toke at ns” g/ LES mY 
a te; Fl I CT 
2 . _ 
F; 
A 
4 


"2 
# 


£ 
% 
f 
# 
*%y 
£43 
'F. 
&7 
1 
$2 
> 
, »-4 
* 
a 
* 
Fas 
# K: 
- ; A 
$5* 
E. 
3» 
I» 
>. 
7 4 
- 7 
p 5 
oo 
4 
© 
 » 
FY 7 
EE 
4 
F | 
_ 
6 


to make uſe # 


..rance; as 

thoſe, they r 
To:they may; ;difarm '<m, both of 
ly make then 
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their Maſters.t,| This /is our Caſe; 
for Men . bcing ſenſible as well of 
the © SN off Mind in our Sex, 
rope of Body in their 
0! grow Jealous, that 
we, i in;\the Infancy of the 
World were their Equals and Part- 


ners in Dominion, might in pro- 
ceſs of Time, : 


[by Subtlery and Stra- 
tagem, , become their Superiours ; : 
and therefore; þ began in good time 
pi Force ( the Origine 


of Power ) to; compell us to a Sub-. 


gedtion, Natuje never meant; and 
. made uſe of jÞ 
them to ta 
_ Kindneſs from: us. From that time. 
they have cnfleavour'd to train us 


{Narures liberality ro 
** the benefit of her 


up alcogether?: to Eaſe and Tgno- 
onquerors uſe to do to 
reduce by Force, thar 


Courage and; Wit; and conſequent- 
'tamely give up their 
.iberty, and/abjetly ſubmir their 
flaviſh Yoke. As the 


World grew /more Populous, and 


Mens Neceſſities wherted their In- 
Ycntions, ſo is increas'd their Jea- : 


C3 -; - loulic,: 


* priginalef 40, We are by the Salique Law Ex- 


Wt 
louſy, and ſharpen'd their Tyranny 
over us, till by degrees, it came to 
chat height of Severity, I may ſay 
Cruelry, 'it is now at in all the 
Eaſtern parts of the World, where 
the Women, like our Negroes in 
our Weſtern Plantations, are born 
flayes, and live Priſoners all their 
Lives. Nay, ſo far has this barba- 
rous Humour prevail'd, and ſpread 


it ſelf, that in ſome parts of Europe, 


which pretend to be moſt refin'd 
and civiliz'd, in ſpite of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and the Zeal for Religion which 
they ſo much affect, our Condition is 


not very much better. And eyen 


in France, a Country that treats our 
Sex with more Reſpect than moſt 


the Salique cluded from Soveraign Power. The 


Law. 
; 


French are an ingenious Pepple, and 
the Contrivers of that Law knew 
well enough, that We were no leſs 
capable of Reigning, and Governing 
well, than themſelves ; but they 
were ſuſpicious, that if the Regal 
Power ſhau'd fall often into the 
hands of Women, they would. fa- 


your their own Scx, and might in 


time 
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Liberty 


ſtorians indeed! tell us other Rea- 


ſons, but they; can't agree among 
themlielves, ani} as Men are Partics 


againſt us, ani therefore their Evi- 


dence may juſtly be rejected. To 


ſay the truth; Madam, I can't tell 
how to provezall this from Ancient 


Records ; for'if any Hiſtories were 


anciechtly yr 5 by Women, Time, 
and the Malice of Men have effe- 
and ir is nop reaſonable to think 
that Men ſhou'd tranſmit, or ſuffer 


Qtually conſpir'd to ſuppreſs 'em; | 


to be tranſmitted co Poſterity, any, 


thing that might ſhew- the weak- 
neſs and C94 ro of their Title to 
a Power they |ſtill e 


4 


ſirice daily E 


their own Hiſt 


neſtly they, endeayour, and what 
they act, and ſuffer to put rhe ſame 
Frick upon one another, tis natu- 


M to their Primitive 

Equality with the Men, 
and ſo break [the neck of that un-_ 
reaſonable Auphority they fo muchi 
affect oyer us) and therefore made 
this Law to prevent it. The Hi- 


| exerciſe fo arbi-' 
trarily, and axe ſo fond of. But |. 
Fpcrience ſhews, and. _ 
ories tell us, how ear-. 


5% bs 


's 
[ 4 ] 
ral.ro--ſuppoſe-they- took the ſanie 
meaſures with us at firſt, - which 
now they have effeted, like the 


Rebels in our laſt Civil Wars, when 


they had brought the Royal Party 
ak they fall rogether by the 
 mazm:;; Ears about the Dividend. + The'iSa- 
| why thy cred Hiſtory takes no notice of a- 
A ny ſuch Authority they had before 
| In the Flood, and their Own confeſs 
| _ that whole Nations have rejected i: 

ſince, and not ſuffer d a Man to Jive 


ane 0 them, which cou'd be- for 


no other Reaſon, than their Tyran- 
ny. . For upon leſs provocation the 
Wemen wou'd never have been ſo 
fooliſh, as to deprive themſelves of 
the benefit of that Eaſe. and Secu- 
rity, which a good agreement with 
their Men might have afforded 'em. 
"Tis true the ſame Hiſtories tell us, 
that there were whole Countrics 
where were. none bur Men; which 
border'd upog 'em. Bur this makes 
ſtill for us ; for it ſhews (that the 
Conditions of their Socicty were 
not ſo eaſie, as to engage their Wo- 
men to ſtay amongſt 'em;. but as li- 
erty preſeated it ſelf, they, with- 
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Bat fince-ourtSex::cain hardly. boaſt 


| Privileges, and to eaſte 
Any where 'as in Fyy- 
Nis ungrateful Digreſ- 

fion ſhorr ina knowledgment ; tho' | 
Fetters of Geld are ſtill Ferrers, and 
che ſofteſt Lining can never make 
'em ſo caſy,; 1s Liberty. 


You will RY I know Madam; 
rhis ſhort, hur neceſlary Digrellion. 
I call it neceſſary, becauſe it ſhews 
2 probable teafon, why We arc at 
this time in ſuch ſubjection to them, 
without - leſlgning the Opinion of 
our Senſe, or. [Natural Capacities ci- 
ther at preſent, or for the time 
tithar it briefly lays o- 
Z any Scandal to our 


Sex, why out Improvements are_at 


preſent fo lifproportion'd to thoſe 
of Men. TAayou'd not have any of 
our -little, unthinking Adverfarics 


triumph at my allowing a diſpro- | 
portion bet) 


veen the Improvements 
of our Sex. and theirs ; and I am 
ſure thoſe of 'em that ar ingenious 
/Men, will ec no reaſon for it from 
- what ] havghBid. 7 > Av 


- Afﬀter having granted ſo : bng 2 
diſparity as I have alrcady done in 
the as Education, and ad- 
yantagious Liberties of the Sexes, 
'rwere Nonſenſe to maintain, that 
_ our. Socicty. is generally and upon 
all accounts as ' Beneficial, Impro. 
ving and Entertaining, as that of 
Men. He muſt be a very ſhallow 
Fellow, that reſorts to, and fre- 
quents us in hopes by our means 
ro make himſelf conſiderable as a 
Schollar, a Mathemarician, a Phi- 
lofopher, or a States-man. Thelc 
Arts and Sciences are the rcſult on- 
ly of much Study and great Expe- 
rience; and without one ar- leaſt of 
'em arc no more to be acquir'd by 
the Company of Men, however 


__ celcbrated for any or all of them, 


than by ours. But there are other 
Quallifications, which are as indif- 
penſably neceſſary ro a Gentleman, 
or any Man that wou'd appear to 
Advantage in the World, which 
are attainable only by Company, 
and Converſation, and chiefly by 
ours. Nor can'the greateſt part of 

Mankind, of what Quallity fſoever, 
22 | boaſt 
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| of the uſe they make, 
or the benefip. 


hey reap from theſe 
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acknowled gd Ac antages. So that - 
Schollars, only, and ſome few of 


the more thinking Gentlemen, and 
Men. of Byſi rely have any juſt 
claim to 'em. And of theſe the 
firſt generalſy fall ſhorr enough 


ſome other Way to make the Bal- 


lance even. | 'Fpr Schollars, though 
by their acquaintance with Books, 
ang conver hg much with Old Au- 
thors, they /may know perfect] 

the Senſe of the Learned Dead, 
and be perfg&t Maſters'of the Wiſ- 
dom, be throughly inform'd of the 
Srate, and ficely $killd in the Po- 
 licies of Apes long ſince paſt, yer 
by their retir'd and unaQtive Life, 
their neglect} of Buſineſs, and con- 
ſtance Converſation with Antiquity, 
they are fach Strangers to, and 


Ch FE 
of a Pee 
aant. 


{lo ignorant |of the Domeſtick Af. 


THR [i 


fairs and 
Country a 


pear like m1 
mans r1is'd; by Magick. Talk to 


rmanners of their own 
ul Times, that they ap- 


them. of the Aſſvriau, or Perſſtan 
Monarchichy the Gr ecians Or Roman 
Com. 


the Ghoſts of Old Ro. Ss 
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Common-wealths. They anſwer like 
Oracles, they are ſuch finiſh'd Stater 
men, that we ſhou'd ſcarce. take 
**m_ to have bcen leſs than Confi- 
fidents of Semiramis, Tutours to 
Cyrus the great, old Cronics of .So- 
lon and Lycurgus, or Privy Coun 
cellours at leaſt to the Twelve Cer 
fſars ſucceſſively ; but engage them ih 
a Diſcourſe that concerns the preſenr 
Times, and their Native Country, 
and they heardly ſpeak theLanguage 
of it, and know {lo little of the af- 
fairs of it, that as much might rea- 
ſonably be expected from an ani- 
mated Fzyprian Mummy. They 
are yery much diſturbed to ſee a 
Fold or a Plait amiſs in the Picture 


of an Old Romany Gown, yet take 


no notice that their own are thred- 
bare out ar the Elbows, or Rag- 
ged, and ſuffer more if Priſcian's 
Head be broken then if it were 
.their own. They are excellent 
. Guides, and can direct you to. e- 
very Ally, and turning inold Rome ; 
' yer loſe their way at Sas in their 
own Parich. They arc mighty ad- 
mirers of the Wit and Eloquence of 
= the 
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the Ancients ; yet had the tv 4 
in the time: of Cicero, and Cwzſar 
wou'd have* treated them with as 
much fupercflious Pride, and difre- 
ſpet as they do now with Reve- 
rence. They: are grear hunters of 
ancient Mat uſcripts, and haye in 
pe Veneration any thing, that 
as ſcap'd the Teeth of Time and _ 
Rats, and if. ge have ' obliterated 
the Characters, tis the more valu- 


able for not being legible. Bur if 
by chance they can pick out one 
Word, they rate it higher then the 


whole Author in Print, and wou'd 
give more for one Proverb of So/c- 
mons underihis own Hand, then 
for all his Wiſdom. Theſe Super- 
ſtitious, big'otted Idolaters of time 
paſt, are Children in their under- 
ſtanding al 


' their lives; for the 


hang ſo inreſſantly upon the lea 
ing Striags of Authority, that their 
Judgments like ' the Limbs of ſome 
Indian Perytents, become altoge- 
ther cramp and moricrlel for waut 
of uſs. | 


Bur 


Charafer 
of a Comms 
try SquiIr CG 


are call'd Home to be made Gentle- 
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But as theſe Men, will hardly be 
teckon'd much ſuperiour ro us up- 
on the account of their Learning or 
Improvements, ſo neither will I tup- 
poſe another ſort diametrically op- 


polite to theſe in their Humors and 
Opinions : I mean thoſe whole An- 
ccſtors have bcen wiſe and provident, 
and rais'd Eſtates by their Ingenui- 
ty and Induſtry, and given all their 
Poſterity afrer 'cm Mcans, and Lei- 
ſure to be Fools. Theſe are' gene» 
rally ſent ro School in their Mino- 
rity, and were they kept there ill 
they came to Years of Diſcretion, 
might, moſt of 'em ſlay, till they 
cou'd | tuck their Beards into their 
Girdles before they left carrying a 
Satchel. In conformity ro Cuſtom, 
and the Faſhion, they are ſent ear- 
ly to ſerve an Apprenticcthip to 
Letters, and for cight or nine years 
are whipt up and down through 
tiyo or three Counties from School 
to School ; when-being arriv'd a Six- 
reen, or Seventeen Years of Ape, 
and having made the uſual 7egr 
of Latin, and Greek Authors, 'they 


Wen. 
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EO 
men. As ſoo as ng Squire 
has got out &f the 


LY), he conſid 


$- 


one bur his Friends arc wiſe enough 
'to be of his Opinion ) and thinks 
ir high time to ſhake off rhe bar- 


barous Acquaintance he contracted, 
with thoſe ctabbed, vexatious, ob- 
ſcure Fellows, that gave him fo 
much troublt!and ſmart at School, 
Companions Þy no means fit for a 
Gentleman, !hart writ only to tor- 
ment and pyfplex poor Boys, and 
excrciſe the Fyranny of Pedants and 
School-maſtets. Theſe prudent re- 
ſolutions taken, his Converſation 
for ſome ycers ſucceeding is whol- 
Iy taken up+. by his Horſes, Dogs 
and Hawks { eſpecially if his Retti- 
dence be inzthe Country ) and rhe 
more ſenſlefs/ Animals that rend 'em. 
His Groom, his Huntſman, and his 
Falconer arz his Tutors, and his 


walk is from the Stable to the | 
Dop-kenneljand the reverſe of it. His 


diverſion is*drudgery, and he is in 
ne higheſt 


f oule of Bon=-_ 
dage, ſhaken'oft the awe of Birch, 
ky, begins tg feel himſelf at Liber- 
ters that he is now. 
Learned enough, ( and 'tis: ten to 
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higheſt ſatisfaction when he is nioſt 


tir'd. He wearies you in the Morn- 
ing with his Sport, in the Afternoon 
with the noiſic Repetion and Drink, 


and the whole Day with Fatigue _ 


and Confuſion. His Entertainment 
is ſtale Bcer, and the. Hiſtory of 


his Dogs and Horſes, in which he. 


gives you the Pedigrec of every one 
with all the exactneſs of a Herald ; 
and if you be yery much in his 
good Graces, 'tis odds, but he makes 
you the Compliment of a Puppy of 
one of his fayourite Bitches, which 
You muſt rake with abundance of 
Acknowledgments of his Civillity, 
or clſe he takes you for a ſtupid, 


as well as an ill bred Fellow. He 


is very conſtant at all Clubs and 
Meetings of the Country Gentle- 
men, where he will ſuffer nothing 
to be ralk'd or hear'd of. but tltis 


Jades, his Curs, and his Kites. Up- 


on. theſe he rings perpetual Chan- 
ges, and treſpaiies as much upon 
rhe patience of the Company 1n the 
Tavern, as upon their Encloſures 


in the Field, and is leaſt imperti- ' 


nent, when moſt drunk. © © 


- His 


C4 


His 8 
an Aſſignation 


T) ir a Horſe /Race, 

or a Hunting Ma ch, and nothing | 

diſcompoſes him ;'© much as a Dis : 

dppointment. . Tims accomplilh'd , - i 

and finiſh'd for '4 Gentleman, he = 

enters the Civil Liſts, and holds _ D 

' the Scale of Juſtice with as much | 

; Blindneſs as ſhe 1s/ faid to do. From 

' hence forward his Worſhip becomes - 
as formidable toy, the Alc-Houſes, * . 

as. he was before Familiar ; he ſizes 

| an Ale Pot, and takes the dimen- 

| ſions of Bread with great Dexteria 

| ty and Sagacity.z| He is the ters 

rour of all the Deer, and Poultry 

Stcalers .in the Neighbourhood , 

and is ſo implacable a Perſecutor 

of Poachers, that! he keeps a Re- 

piſter of all the Nogs and Guns in 

' the Hundred, andis the Scare-Begs 

gar of the Pariſh. }| Short Pots, and 

unjuſtifiable Dogs| and Nets, furs 

nilh him with ſufficient matter for 

Preſentments,'to tarry him once a 

| Quarter to the Sefſions ; where he 

8 fays litrle, Ears and Drinks much, 

{ and after Dinner, *Hunts over the 

* Jaſt Chace, and tþ rides: Worſhij 

|. Ron ll 
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_ fully Drunk home again. At home 


he Exerciſes his Authority in gran- 
ting his Letters, Pattcnts ro Peti- 
tioners for ercating Shovel Board, 
Tables and Ginger Bread Stalls. 
If he happen to live near any little 
Borough or Corporation that ſends 
Burgetlcs to Parliament, he may be- 
come ambitious and ſuc for the Ho- 
nour of being made their Repre- 
{entative. Henceforward he grows 
Popular, bows to, and treats 
the Mob all round him; and whe- 
ther there be 20: his Diſcourſe 
or not, there is good Senſe in his 
Kitchin and his Cellar, which is 
more agrecable and cdifying. If 
he be fo happy as to out-tap his 
Comperitour, and Drink his Neigh- 2 
bours into an Opinion of his So- + 
briety, he is:choſen, and up he 3% 
comes to that Honourable Aſſem- *5 
bly, where he ſhews his Wiſdom # 


| beſt by his Silence, and ſerves his 


Country moſt in his abſence. 


\, 1 give you theſe two Characters, '$ 
Madam, as irreconcileable as Wa- 2 
ter and Oyl, to ſhew that Men '*; 


&s of a libcral! Edus 
cation, as welt by Induſtry as Ne- 
pligence. "Tis hard to fay, which 
'of theſe two#®1s the more Sotriſh; 
the firſt 1s ſucli an Admirer of LE - 


ment to his Tv! rning to talk wer 


other Men underſtand , and will - 


ſcarce belicye that two, and two, 
make four, under a Demonſtration 
from Batt of a Quotation of 
riſtotle : The later has fuch a fear 
of Pedantry ahyays before his Eycs, 

that he think# ic a Scandal to his 
good Breeding, and Gentiiity to 
talk Senſe, or; write true Euglith ; 

and has ſuch J contemprtible Noti- 
on of his patlgEducation, that he 
thinks the Rewan Pocts good for 
F nothing bur tg teach Boys to cap 
* Verſes. For mtfiy Part I think tlic 
# Learned, and Lnlearncd Blockhcal 
pretty equal ;Ffor 'tis all one to 
Man talk N onlenie, 


me, wherher # 


or Unintellizil'e Senſe, I am di.cr- | 
ay alike bg either ; ; 


ted and editi 


ho 
7 ie 
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other enjoys himſelf and his own 
Humour enough, but will let no 
body elſe do it in his Company. 
_Thus, Madam, I have ſet them be- 
"fore You, and ſhall leave you to 
determine a Point, which I can- 

4 not. 


7% £duczs There are others that deſerve to 
ro: of the be brought into the Company of 
- 113:* theſe upon like Honourable Rea- 
Pet a ſons; but I keep them in reſerve 
cw, for a, proper place, where I may 
perhaps take rhe Pains to draw 
their Pictures to the Life art full 
length. Ler us now return to our 
Argument, from which we” have 
Go a long breathing while. | Let 
us look into the manner of our 
Education, and fee wherein it falls 
ſhoxt of the Mens, and how the 
defects of it may be, and are gene- 
rally ſupply'd. In our tender years 
they arc the ſame, for after Chil- 
dren can Talk, they are promiſcu- 
ouſly taught to Read and Write by 


the fame Perſons, and ar the ſame 


time both Boys and Girls. When 
theſe arc acquir'd, which is gencral- 
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Ty about the {Age of Six or Seven 


Þ 


Years, they kegin to be ſeparated, 
and the Boys gre ſent to the Gram- 


mer School, - al d the Girls to Board- 


ing Schools, orFother places, to learn 


Needle Work; Dancing, Singing, 


Muſick, Drawing, Painting, and 


other - Accompliſhments, according 


to the Humoyr and Ability of the 


Parents, or Inflination of the Chil- 
dren. Of al theſe, Reading and 


Writing are fhe main Inſtruments 
of Conyerfation ; though Muſick 
and Painting imay be allow'd to con- 


tribute ſomething towards it, as 


they give us an inſight into two | 
Arts, that makes up a great Part : 
of the Plcaſuzes and Diverſions of | 
Mankind. Here then lies the main + 


Defect, that{| we are taught only 
our Motherg Tongue, or perhaps 
French, whicq is now very faſhion- 
able, and almoſt as Familiar amongſt 
Women of Qt 
as the other. Sex by means of a 
more extentive Education to the 
knowledge 0; 
Languages, ſave a vaſter Feild for 
their Imagintions to rove in, and 


> 


* 
in 


ality as Men ; where- 
the Roman and Greek» 


OA Dy; their | 


. XY Be rom ayes ED? 
 » 


al « 
«ut; ow, b, f 
: Fr : Ps 


? . 
. $4 0”, 
<* 
Jen 2a PLEE 


that! att rhe B0 ocd things ſaid, are 


LS] 
their Capacities thereby enlarg'd. 
To: ice w tether this be {trictly true 
or not, . | mean in what relates to 
ur debate, I will for once ſuppoſe, 
ſ we arc inſtructed only in- our 


own Tongue, and then enquire - 


whe.lier the diſadvantage be fo 
creat as 1t is commonly ";jmagin'd. 
You know very well, Madam, that 
for Converſation, It 15 not requiſite 


we thould be Philologers, Rhetorici- 


ans, Philotophers, Hiſtorians or 
Poers; but only that we: ſhould 
think pertinently and expreſs our 


thoughts properly, on ſuch matters 


as arc the proper Subjects for a 
nuxt . Converſation. The 7talians, 
a Poyple as delicate in their Con- 
veriation as. any in the Workd, 


have a Maxim that our ſfelyes, our 


Neighbours, Religion, or Buſineſs 
Ou: -he never to be the Subject. 
There are ver y ſubſtanrial Realbes, 
to! be given for theſe Reſtrictions 


"for Men are very apt to be vain, 


a! 1d 1217C runent, WW hen they taik of 
thomſel oS beltdes rhar others are 
very, jealous, and apt to ſuſpett, 
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intended as ſg many arguments of 
preference tos them. When they 
ſpeak of theirNejshbours, they are 
apt our of a IFrinciple of Emulation 


as. At 
- Sa IRR” 0 OY Hg, I" 


' JAxdam to lIctien, and tarniſh their 
| Fame, whethex by open Scandal, 
and Defamatofy Stories, and Tales, 
or by malicigus Infinuations, invi- 
dious Circumſtances, ſiniſter and 
covert RefleQzons. | This humour 


ſprings from{}an over fondneſs of 


as the other goes down. his is 
the baſeſt and moſt ungencrous of 
all our natural Failures, and ought 
to be corrected as much as poſlible 
ery where; hut more-eſpecially in 
Ttaly, where] Reſentments arc car- 
ried ſo highly, and Revyengcs proſc- 
Cuted with 16. 

nimoſity. RE&ligion is likewiſe ve- 
ry tender there, - as in all other 
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eyen hcre, tvrhere our differences 
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and Envy, nazural co all the race of 


* our elves, and a miſtaken conceit 
' that another${Joſs is an addition to 
> our own Repitation, as if like two 
/ Buckets, onef muſt neceſlarily riſe. 


; much Hear, and A- 


places, whefe the Pricſts have fo. 
much Power'Jand Authority. But | 


OO OTF A I Wd ES UE OOPS WIL EI 


'þ 
* 
6 
z 
) 
« 


[ 40 ] 


and Diſputes have made--it more 


tame, and us'd it to rough hand- 
ling, it ought carefully to be avot- 
TT : for nothing raiſes unfriendly 
warmths among Company more than 
arclipious Argument, which therefore 


-Onghe to be baniſhr all Society inten- 


de 


only for Converſation and Diver: 


ſion. Buſineſs is too dry and barren 
' Togive any Spirit ro Converſation,or 
Pleaſure to a Company, and 1s there- 


fore rather to þe reckon'd among 


the: Encumbrances'than Comforts of 


Life, however neceſſary. Beſides 
theſe, Points of :Learning, abſtruſe 
Speculations, and nice Politicks, 
ought, in my opinion, to be exclu- 
ded ; becauſe being things that re- 
quire much Reading and Conſidera- 
tion, they are not fit to be canvas'd 
ex tempore in mixt Company, of 


which 'tis probable the greateſt part 


will have little to ſay to 'em, and 
will ſcarce 'be content to be filent 


Hearers only ; beſides that they are 
not in their nature gay enough to. 


awaken the good Humour, or raiſe 


the Mirth of tac Company. Nor 


n<ed any one to fear, that by theſe 


limie | 


far 7 
Umitations Copverſation ſhou' > be 
reſtrain'd' to r5o narrow a compaſs, 
there are ſubjects enough that are 
in themſelyes; neither 'inſipid, nor 
offenſive ; ſyuH as I.ove, Honour, 
Gallantry, Mcrality, News, Raille- 
fy, and a nunjberleſs train of other 

hings copious and diverting., Now 
I can't ſee the; .eceſſity of any other 
Tongue beſide! our own to enable 
us to talk pla iGbly -" Of poggrezent, 
ypon any of theſe Topicks: Nay, 
am very confident rhar 'tis poſſible 
for an ingenigus Perſon ro make a 
very conſiderayle progreſs in moſt 
parts of Learning, by the help of 
Engliſh only. fl 'For the only reaſon Great 7 Se 
I can conceive 'of learning Langua- provimees 
ges, is to arriye ar the Senſe, Wir ra aro 
or Arts, that thave been communis of £xz71jb. 
cated to the ay in em. Now Book! ey 
of thoſe rhat iro raken che pains 
ro make themſelves Maſters of thoſe 
Treaſures, mapy have been ſo ge- 
nerous as to finpart a ſhare of 'em 
to the Publick; by Tranſlations for 
the uſe of the;Jnlearned; and I flar- 
xer my ſelf ſometimes, char ſeveral 
pf theſe were :Nnore particularly un: 
i | dertaken 
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dertaken by Ingenious, good Nar 


rur'd Men in Kindneſs, and Com” 


paſſion to our Sex. But whatever 
th: Motives were, the obliging 


Humour has ſo far prevail'd, that 
{carcc any thing either Ancient or 
Modern that might be of general 
uſe- either for Pleaſure, or Inſtru- 
&tion is lefr untouch'd, and moſt 
of them are made entirely free of 
our Tongue. I am no Judge ci- 
ther of the Accuracy, or Elegance 
of ſuch Performances ; but if I ma 

credit the report of Learned and 
Ingenious Gentlemen, ( whoſe Judg- 
ment or Sincerity I have no reaſon 
to queſtion ) many of thoſe excel- 
lent. Authors have loſt nothing by 
the change of Soil. TI can ſee and 
admire the Wit and Fancy of Ovid 
in the Tranſlation of his Epiſtles, 
and Elegies, the ſoftneſs and Paſ- 
ſion. of 7iballus, the Impetuoſity 


and Fire of Juvena/, the Gayety, 


Spirit and Judgment. of Zorace ; 
who, though he may appear very 
diftercat from himſelf through the 
diveriity, and incquality of the 
Hancs ,concern'd in making him 

ſpeak 


* F 
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ſpeak Engliſh, yet! may .eafily be 
gueſs'd at froth the ſevcral excel-. 
lent Pieces rexder'd by the Earl of 
Roſcommon, My. Cowley, Mr. Drye 

den, Mr. Congfeve, Mr. Brown ant 

other ingenions Gentlemen, who \ 
have oblig'd te Nation with their 


exccllcnt Verljons of tome parts of 


him. Nor 1s:1t poſſible to be in- 
ſenſible of thejfweerneſs and Maje- 


ſity of Virgil, after having read 


choſe little but Divine Samples 
already made; Publick in Eng- 
liſh by, Mr. * rs which gives 
us 1o much Iinpatience to ſce the 
whole Work entire by that admira- 
ble Hand. 1 'have heard ſome in- 
genious Gentlemen ſay, That it 
was impoſlibe to do Juſtice in 
our Tongue ito theſe two laſt 
Ciera pman Poets, and 

1d I have kndwn others, of whole 
Judgments [ have as high an Opint- 
on, affirm the eontrary ; my igno- 
ranc2 of Latin diſables me from 


| CICterN ning wither we arc in the 


Bla 50s the Beauty of whar 1 


r; 
hi Lp e alreaay i en by the means of 
Ci 


noe Gentic 18h, has ſo far Preju- 


aic' d, 
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dic'd me in favour of the latter; that 


might I have 'em entire from the. 


ſame hands, I think I ſhou'd ſcarce 
envy thoſe who can taſt the plea- 
{ure of the Originals. Nor is it to 
the Pocts only, that we fland in- 


debted for the Treaſure of Antiqui- 
ty, we have no leſs Engagements.to 


thoſe, who have ſucceſsfully la- 
bour'd in Proſe, and have mads us 
familiar with Pl4tarch, Seneca, Cicero, 
and in general with all the famous 
Philoſophers, Orators and Hiſtori- 
ans, from whom we may at once 
learn both the Opinions and Practi- 
ces of their Times. Aſliſted by theſe 
helps, 'tis impoſlible for any Woman 
to be ignorant that is bur deſirous 
to be otherwiſe, though ſhe know 
no part of Speech our of her Mo- 
ther Tongue. Burt theſe are nei- 
ther the only, nor the/greateſt Ad- 
vantages we have; all thar is exccl- 
lent in France, /taly, or any of our 
neighbouring ' Nations is now be- 
come our own ; to one of whom, 1 
may be bold to ſay, we are behol- 
_ ding for more, and greater Improve- 
ments of Converſation, than to all 

Anti- 


' 43 ] 


Antiquity, an the learned Langua- 


ges togerher.* Nor can 1 Imagine 7 none 


for what good: Reaſon a Man $kill'd © 


in Latin and zGreek, and vers'd in di 
the, Authors of Ancient Times ſhall ox fo the 


be call'd Learijed ; yer another who # 


perfectly undtrſtands /ra/ian, French, js po 


Sp anis High: Dutch, and the reſt of 
1e European T,anguages, is acquain- | | 
ted with the Modern Hiſtory of all 
thoſe Countries, knows their Poli- 
cies, has div'd/into all the, Intrigues 
of the ſeveral, Courts, and can tell | 
their mutual//Ditpolirions, Obliga- 
tions and Ties of Intereſt one to a- 
nother, ſhall Ffter all rhis be thought 
Unlearned for want of thoſe tivo 
Languages: Nay, though he be ne- 
ver ſo well 'yers'd in the Modern 
Philoſophy, Aſtronomy, Geometry 
and Alpgebray |he ſhall notwithſtan- 
ding never b= allow'd that honour- 
ble Title. can ſee bur one appa- 
rent ReaſoſÞ for this unfair Pro- 
cedure; whith is, that when abour. 
an Age and. 4n. half ago, all the poor 
Remains of earring then in Being, 
were in theſhands of the School- 
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men; they wou'd ſufſer none to 


paſs Muſter, that were not deeply 
engag'd in thole intricate, vexatious 
and unintelligbic Trifies, for which 
themiclves contended with ſo much 
Noite and Heart ; or at leaſt were 
not acquainted with P/ato and Ari- 
ftotle, and their Commentators ; from 
whene& rhe Sophiſtry and Subtle- 
tics of the Schools at that time 
were drawn. This Uſurpation was 
maintain'd by their Succeſlors, rhe 
Divincs, who to this. day pretend 
almoſt to the Monopoly of Learn- 
ing; and though ſome generous Spi- 


rirs haye in good mcaſurc broke' 

the neck of 'this Arbitrary, Tyran- 
. | . | S724 

nical Authority; yet can't they pre-. 


vail ro extend the name of Learn- 
ing beyond the Studies, in which 
the Divines are more particularly 
converſant. Thus you {hall have 
'<m allow a Man to be a wiſe Man, 
a good Naturaliſt, a good Mathe- 
matician, Politician, or Poet, but 
not a Scholar, a learned Man, thar 
is no Philojoger. For my. part I 
think thete Gentlemen have juſt in- 
yerted the uie of the Term, and gi- 

Ven 
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ven that to the knowledge of words, 
which | belongs more properly to 


Things. I take Nature ro be the 

great Book of Univerlal Learning, 

which he that:] reads beſt in all or 

any of its : Farts, is the greateſt 
Scholar, the,'moſt learned Man ; 

and 'tis as ridiculous for a Man to 

count himſelf] more learned than 
another, if hs have no greatcr ex- 

tent of knowledge. of things, be- 
cauſe he is mere vers'd in Langua- 

ves; as it Fould bz for an Old 

Fellow to tel} a Young One, his 

Eyes: were bgter than his, becaule 

he -Reads wfth Spectacles, the o-. 
ther withour,! | 


i: 
11 vs 
« 


Thus, Mai'am, you ſee we may Erglih 
come in Tim? to put in for Learn- Buck: che 
ing, if we live a mind, without 5 "2s 
falling undex the Corre&ion of jar... 
Pedants. Bug I will let Learning 
alone at prgſent, becauſe I have 
alrcady banj{h'd it ( though nor 
out of diſrelp2) from mix'd Con- 
yerſation; t which we will re- 
turn, and of which the greateſt 


Magazines ; pd SUpPPons arc ſtill 
1} 
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George FEthereze and Sir Charles Seas 


are without Rivals, Mr. Wicherley 


\ 
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in Reſerve. I mean the many ex- 


celletit Authors of cur own Coun- 


try, whoſe Works it were endleſs 
to recount. Where is Love, Ho- 


nour and Brayery more hvely re- 
preſented than in our Tragzdies, 


Who has given us Nobler, or ju- 
ſter Pictares of Nature than Mr. 


Shakeſpear > Where is there a ten- 


derer Paſſion, than in the Maids - 


Tragedy? Whoſe Grief is more 
awful and commandins than Mr; 


 Otways 2 Whoſe Deſcriptions more 


Beautifull, or 'Thoughts more Gal- 
lant than Mr. Drydens 2 When I ſee 
any of their Plays ated, my Paſs 
ſions move by their Direion, my 


Indignation, my Compaſſion, my - 


my Grief are all at their Beck: 


. Nor is our | Comedy at all inferi- 


our to our Tragedy ; for, not to 
mention thoſe already nam'd for 
the other part of the Szage, who 
are all excellent in this too, Sir 


lcy for neat Raillery and Gallantry 


for ſtrong Wit, pointed Saryr, ſound 
and uſeful Obſeryarions is beyond 


Im 


Fu * 


ſhort, wers it 
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Imitation ; Mr. "Congreve for ſprights 
ly, gentile, caſie Wir falls ſhort of 
no Man. Thgſe are the Maſters 
of the Stage; but there are others 
who though of 
yet deſerye Cframendation, were 
thac at preſent my Buſineſs. Nay, 
! of 'em afford us 


even the work? 
ſome diverſion ' for 1 find a ſort of 


fooliſh Plealure, and can laugh at 
Mr. D-——y'sS Farce, as t do at the 
Tricks, and [mpertinencies of a 
Monkey; aad \was pleaſed to fee 
the humour anf} de clight of the Au; 


thor in Mr. Hi—»'s Eating, and. 


Drinking Play which I fancy'd was 
\wricten in a Vi {Lualling Houſe. In 


wanton Images, L ſhould rake our 
Theaters for tlyz beſt Schools in the 
World of Wit), Humanity, and 
Mangers ;. which they might eaſily 
become | by r(trenching that too 
great Liberty.?! Neither have the 
Pocts only, brt rhe Criticks roo 
Endeayour'd to  complear us; Mr. 
Dennis and Mr.;Rimer have by their 
Ingenious, ang: judicious Iabours 


an inferiour Claſs, 


Y gr for the roo great. 
S frequency of lohſe Expreſſions, and 


raught 
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' taught us to admire the Beauties : 


as. we ought, and to know the 
faults of the former. Nor are we 
leſs beholding to rhele for forming 
or” Judgments, than to thoſe for 
raiſing our Fancies. 


"Theſe are the Sources from wheace 
we draw our paycr part of Con- 
veriation ; I don't mean in excluſt- 
' on t9 the other parts of Poctry, in 
moſt! of which (as I have heard 
good Judges fay ) we equal at leaſt 
the Ancients, and far ſurpaſs all 
the Moierns. I honour the Names, 
and aumire the Writings of Den- 
ham; Suck!tzz and D' avenant, I am 
raviſh'd with the Fancy of Cowley, 
ad the Gallaniry of Waller. I rc- 
yerence the Fairy Quecn, am rais'd, 
and cleyated with Paradiſe Loft, 
Prince Arthur compoſes and reduces 
me to a State of Yawning indifle- 
rence,,and Mr, W'—{/—y's Heroicks 


lull me to Sleep. Thus all Ranks and 


D-grees of Pocts lave their uſe, and 
may ' be ſerviceab!2 to ſome bocy 
or other frem the Prince to the Pa- 
{try' Cook, or Paſt-beard PL 
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' ble, and to got 
| | mitable Mr. Butfer will be an ever- 


* | Countrics, and & 
| low him in a P3 


# nent for a gay $ 


+ tice, that whoe| 
_ out Pleaſure, of 
- tempt of the Clirey, and the . fol- 


(17 


ker. | ſhould mention our Sat 


rilts., but. it would be endlets 


ro deſcend to, every particular, 
of theſe Mer. Oldham 15 admira- 
& further, the in1- 


laſting, Teſlimotiy, of the Wir of 
his Age, and Nation, and bid c- 
ternal defiance to the Wirs of all 
ture Apes to fol- 
h before untrack'd. 
Our Proſe Writers, that are emi- 
eylc and Tovial Ar- 


gument, are fo any, t that it would 
Jwell this Lette'i too much to name 
'em, ſo that I fyall only take no- 
zer can read with- 
aughter, 7he cor« 


lowing Letrers#and Dialogacs by 
the fame Authe, or the fackrious 
Dialogues of Mr. Brown muſt be 


more Splenerick'than Feraclitus, or 


t s he laugh' d 


more ſtupid, th by tl 


Nor are We i 
terious Part; M ich y oh Ine» 
tally been thy Province of Our 


i 2, _” Clerg ay 
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Clergy who have treated of all parts 


j - 


of it very largely with ſo much 3 


Piety, Solidity, and Eloquence, 
that as I think I may venture to 


fay, they have written more upon it 
than the Clergy of all the reſt.of 


the World; fo I believe no Body 
will deny that they have writtert 
better. Yerl cou'd wiſh, that our 
Ingenious Gemlemen wou'd em- 
ploy their Pens oftner on theſe Sub- 
jets; becauſe rhe ſeverity of the 
other's Profeſiion cbliges em to 
write with 2n Air, and in a Style 
leſs agrcable, and inviting to 
Young People, Not 'that we are 
without many excellent Pieces of 
Morality, Humanity and Civil Pru- 
dence written by, and like Gentle- 


men. Bur ir is the Fxcellence of 


'em, and rhe ability of our Gentle. 
men, which appears in the Spirit, 
Wit, | and curious Obſeryations in 
thole Pieces, which make me deſire 
more of the ſame Nature, Who can 
read the Effays of that Wonderful 
Man mv Lord Bucon, or the no leis 
to be admir'd Sir Hilter Raleigh's, 
cr Mr. Csboras advice to a ho 
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the Advie to a Daughter, Sir W Gl. 
liam Temps, or Sir George Machen- 
2/e's Eſla 'S, Sir Roger L' Eſtrange's 
Eſay ( to; which laſt we are like- . 
Ks. oblig/d for an incomparable 
Verſion & Sereca )) and abundance 
of others, without wiſhing for more 
from the ſame or the like hands? 
Our N cighbours the French, have 
written Me deal of this kind, 


of the beaſt of which we have the 
benefit in; Engliſh ; but .more parti- 
cularly this Mefteurs, Montagne, Roche 
faucaut , fiand St. Evrement de- 
{erve to be immortal in all Langua- 
ges. 1 reed not mentionany more, 
it is apparent from theſe that Wo- 
men wagt not the means of being 
Wiſe an Prudent. without more 
Tongues;than one ; nay, and Learn- 
ed too,if they have ng Ambition to 
be {0, i 
The riumberleſs Treatif cs of y jo 

ciquiries , Philoſophy, Mathema- 
arura), and other Hiſtory 


that leatted One of Sir Walter Ko 
le:zh, Waich the World he writ of 
E 3 can't 
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'\, can't match ) written originally in, 


or tranſlated to our Tongue are 
ſufficient to lead us a great way 
into any S:ience our Curiouſity ſha'l 
prompt us to' The greateſt dif- 
ficulry we ſtruggled with, was the 
want of a good Art of Reaſoning, 
which we had not, that I know of, 
till that defe&t was ſupply'd by the 
greateſt Maſter of that Art Mr. 
Locke, whoſe Eſſay on Human Un- 
derſtanding makes large amends for 
the want of all others jn thar 


kind 


Thus Madam I have endeavour'd 
to obviate all our Adverſarie's 
Objections, by touching upon as 
great a Variety of things relating 
to the Subject as I conyeniently 
cou'd. Y JR hope I have troubled 
you with nothing but what was 
neceſſary to make -my way (clear, 
and plain before me; and I am apr 
co think I have made it appear, that 
nothing bur diſencouragement or an 
dic Uncurious Humour can hinder 
us from Rivya!! ing moſt Men in the 
knowledge of Nt Variety of 
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things, Df w rhe help of -more 
Tongues tHan our Own; which the 
Men ſo often reproachfully tell us 
is enough; This Idleneſs is but 
r00 frequently ro be found among 


t '2 


us, but 't$$ a Fault equally com- 
mon to Boch Sexes, Thoſe that 
have means to play the Fool all 
their lives, ſeldom care for the 
trouble of being made wiſe. We 
arc naturglly Lovers of our Eaſe, 
and have; great apprehenſions of the 
difiiculty of things untry'd ; Elpeci- 
ally in Ppaecers of Learning, the 
common | ,Mcrhods of acquiring 
which are! ſo unpleaſant, and un- 
calie, 1 foubr not bur abundance 
of noble Wits are ſtifled in both 


Sexes, foul want but. of ſuſpeCting 


what they were able to do, and 
with how much facility. Experi- 
cnce ſhefys us every day Block- 
heads, that arrive at a modcrate, 
nay. ſompgtimes a great Ren:.tation 
by their! Konfde -nce, and brisk at- 
rempts which tracy maintain by 
tek Diligence ; while great Nums 
bers of WM - 1] nacuraily more In- 
genious y/l c peelefted by , for 
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want of Induſtry to improre, 


or Courage to exert themlelyes. 


No Man certainly but wiſhes he 
had the Reputation in, and were 
Re{peted and Eſteem'd by the 
World as he ſecs ſome Men are for 
the Fruits of their Pens; bur they 
are loth to be at rhe pains of an 
Attempt, or doubt their ſufficience 
to perform; or what I believe is 
moſt general, never to enquire ſo 
far into themſelves, and their own 
Abilities, as to bring ſuchia though; 
into their Heads. This Jaſt I fancy 
is the true Reaſon, why our Scx, 
who are commonly charged with 
talking too much, are Guilty of 
Writing ſo liale. I with they 
would jthake of this lazy Deſpon- 
dence, and let the noble examples 
of the deſervedly celebrated Mrs. 
Philips, and the incomparable Mrs. 
Bekx rouſe their Courages, | and 


 Thew Mankind the great injuſtice 


of their Contempt. 1 am confident 
they wouid find no ſuch need cf 
the alliſtance of Languages as is 


Jonor av ce | 

e Latine  gencraily imagin'd. Thoſe that 
coma, F.c. SHE L 7 

guage haye of waeir ovin nocd. not grafc 
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upon Forggn Sinks; F have of- 


ten thought that the nor teaching 
Women Latin and Greek, was an 1 
adyantageto them, if it were right- FI 
ly conſidgx'd, and might be im- | 
proy'd rojl a. great heigth. For | 
Girles aftx they, can Read and | 
' Wrice (if they be of any Faſhion ) | 


are taughyſuch rhings as rake nor 
up their Whole time, and not be- 
ing ſuffer q to run abour ar liberty 
. as Boys ,! /are' furniſh'd among 0- 
ther toys! With Books, ſuch as Rc- 
 MANCES, Novels, Plays and Peems ; 
| which theugh they read careleſsly 
| only for Diverſion, yer unawares 
to thern, give 'em very early a con- 
ſiderable Command both of Words 
and Sen 8 ; which are further 1m- 
prov'd by! | their making and receiv- 


| inz Viſits with their Mothers, 
| which gjyes them betimes the op- 
{/ Pportunity; of imitating, converſing 
| with, afgd knowing the manner , 
i and addr of clder Perſons. Theſe - 
| I take tg; be the true Reaſons why | 
a Girl off Fiftcen is reckon'd as ripe 
| as a B of One and Cy and 
| not any natural foryaranel As of 
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Maturity as ſome People would 
have it. Thele advantages the E-» 
ducation of Boys deprives them of, 
- who drudge away the Vigour of 
their Memories at Words, uſeleſs 
cycr after to moſt of chem, and at 
Seventeen or Eighteen are to be- 
pin their Alphabet of Senſe, and 
are bur where the Girles. were at 
Nine or Ten. Yet becauſe rhey 
have learnt Latin and Greck, re- 
ject with Scorn all Enz/i/þ Books 
rheir beſt helps, and lay aſide their 
Latin ones, as if they were alrca- 
dy Maiters of all that Learning, 
and jo hoiſt Sail for the wide 
World without a Compaſs to Steer 
by. Thus I have fairly ſtated the 
difference between us, and can find 
.no ſuch diſparity in Nature or E- 
ducation as they contend for; bur 
we have a fort of ungenerous Ad- 
verlarics, that deal more in Scan- 
dal than Argument, and/when they 
can't hurt us with their Weapons, 
endeayour to annoy us with ſtink 
Pots. Ler ius tce there efore, Mas 
dam, whether we can't bat them 
from their Ammunition, and turn 

| £4 | thyir 


their own YArtillery upon them ; 
for I firmly believe there is nothing, 
which they charge upon us, bur 
may witn Fnore Juſtice be retortod 
upon Oy" aL. 


They cal us with a long Liſt of 
Faults, arid onperfoctins. and 
ſeem to hzye taken a Catalogue of 
their owns: [Follies and Vices, not 
with deſig gh to correct them, bur 
to ſhifr of! the Imputation to us. 
There is ho doubt, bur particular 
Women may be found upon whom 
every elſe. may be juſtified ; bur 
our Sex !|is not .anfwerable for 
them, till they prove there are no 
{uch Merf, which will not be be- 
tore Docngs-day. However, like ill 
Neighbou 'S they bring the Dirt 
out of thijr own Homes not out of 
Neatneſs, but our of Envy to their 
Ncighbotigs, at whoſe Doors they 
lay it. Bet ler them remove tneir 
Follics astoft as they "Saris thy 
are {ill ak conſtant tro them, as the 
Need:e: te] CRT: NarrÞ "Hs th. y 
point th: Roy OUt \WAIe cl way feev.r 
Tacy moYy ve. Let us {ce| waat thei? 
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"Ie. 
Qualities are, they ſo liberally be- 


j 


ſtow upon, and after ſee how they 
fir the Donours, and ſurvey 'em 


' in their proper Figures and Co- 
lours. The moſt familiar of theſe 
are Vanity, Impertinence, Envi- 


Fant). 


ouſneſs, Diſlimulation, Inconſtancy, 
' 6g NE | 
(& C's | 


To bcgin with Vanity, it is a 
Failing the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind are tin&tured with, more or 
leſs. For all Men are apt to flat- 
ter themſelves with a Fancy, that 
they have ſome one or more good 
Quallitics, or extraordinary Gifts, 
that raiſe 'em aboye the ordinary 
Level of Men; and therefore hug 
and cheriſh, what they think 


_ valuable and ſingular in *em. It is 


never commendable, ſometimes par- 


donable, when the excellencies -_ 
are real, and it is modcrate fo 


much muſt be allow'd to humane 
frailty. It is ridiculous and intol- 


 lerable when it is extravagant, miſ- 


pilac'd, or groundleſs. It is very 
injudicious, and makes men cem- 
monly Gdote on their Defects, and 

Vo | expole 


4 f 6u ] 


expole ik blemiſhes by theit 
Fondneſs, Wyhich makes 'em more 
remarkable}. by the care and orna- 
ment beſtow'd on 'em. It per- 


Favour d and diſtorted 
Fellows tg dreſs, and value their 
Perſons, | owards to pretend to 
Courage, /and provoke Beatings, 
 Blockhead!'; to ſet up for Wir, and 
make themſelves ridiculous in Print, 
Upſtarts r6; brag of their Families, 
and be reminded of the Garrets they 
were bor, and the Stalls they 
were brofighr up'in. In Women 
the cbje& of it is their Beauty, 


ſuades hat « 


and is excuſable i in thoſe that Lage. 
it. Tholg that have it not may 


be pardon/d, if they endeavour at 


it; becayſe ir is the only undiſ- 


pured adyantage our Sex has over 
the othes, and what makes *<m 
reſpected: beyond all ocher Perfecti- 
Ons, and/is alone adorid. In Men 
it has not only this Object, bur 


all thoſe4before mention'd, and 2a 


| hundred {| other. Ir is admirably 
ſeen in a Writing. reciting Fop Au- 
thor, = full Luſtre in a Beay, 
bur its moſt unlucky Proſpedt is in 


> 


> 


\ 
F 
& 
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Cyr ater 


9! » Bully. 
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a Swaggering Coward, who is a 
Fool beyond the Cenviftion of 
Smart. His Courage 1s like an 
Ague Fit, that leaves him upn a 
Fright, and returns . when he is 
our of the reach! of a | Cudgel. 
He [ſpends much time in the Lom 


' cing School, and Fights briskly 
| Where there is no danger of Wotinds 


nor- Smart. His Hands are inſtru- 


es; bur his Heels do him all the 


Service. He is a nice obſerver of 


. Pundilio's, and takes more Af- 


fronts than arc given him. He 
draws firſt, and runs firſt, and if 


ever he makes another Man run, 


it is aftcr him. He is a Pebble that 
ſparkles like a Diamond, but wants 
hardneſs. He talks perpetually of 
what he will do, but thinks con- 
tinually of what © ſhall ſuffer. He 


' is often in Quarels, yet ſeldom in 
| Rencounters, and 1s glad of a 
| Challenge , | that he may know 


| whom, and when. to avoid, He 


| brinzs up the Rear at an Engagc- 
' ment, and Jcads the Van in tic 
' Retreat. He is a Man of: much 
| Pailion, but the moſt predominane 


S 


Fra 7t 


js his Fear He offers affronts rea- 


dily, bur has too much honour to 
juſtifie thent, and will ſubmit to a- 
ny terms of ſatisfaction rather than 
occaſion Blood- ſhed. He. is fo full 
of Courage, ) that it: boils over when 
there is nojoccaſion, and his Sword 
and Perſon? \'F always at Leiſure, 
- and art your. Service, till you want 
them, and then to his great Trou- 
ble, he is always indiſpenſably en- 
gag'd otherwile. He wears Red, 
and a lon# Sword openly to ſhew 
his Valouf, and Maz/ privately to 
ſhew his Pilcretion. He threat. ns 
terribly, Hurt he 1s like a Witch, it 
you draw;Blood of him, he has nv 
power to hurt you. No Man thews 
or boaſts) more of his Scars with 
leſs Reaſyn. He ſcorns to take a 
blow in the Face, and a Back-pizce 


is as good to him as a | whole tute 


of Armor. ' He 1s at firſt the Ter- 
rour of|;;all the Tounr Bullies, at 
| Flaygame, and they blood 
their Ci5bþ 7reclors upon him, as 
they do: young 13e- ag/es oh a Z/ute. 
Good uv age makes hen 1nfolent, 
bur he [iN vns hke a Spaniet maſt 
UPO!N 
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upon thoſe that beat him. When 
he is diſcover'd by all the reſt of the 
World, the Cheat pales fliil Upon 
himſelf, and he is pleas'd witly the 
terrible Figure he makes in his 


1 FGOlals, tho' he is ready. to ſhake gt 


his own Shaddow., 


Char ater 


"Mad; Fooliſh; and Vain ; theſe 
| are your Men of nice Honour, 
that love Fighting for the fake of 


Blows, and are never well but when. 


\they are wounded They, are ſevere 
Interpreters of Looks, ate affronted 
ar every Face that don't pleaſe 'em. 
and like true Cocks of the Game 
have a quarrel to all Mankind at 
firſt ſight. They arc paſſionate 
Adrrirers of ſcarr'd Faces, and dote 
on a Wooden Leg. They receive 
a Challenge like a Bifſer Doxce, 
and: a home thruſt as a Favour. 
Their common Adverſary 1s the 
: Conſtable, and their uſual Lodging 
the Counter. Broken heads are a 


diverſion, and an Arm in a Scarfe © 


is a hizh ſatisfaſtion. They are fru- 
: —- 148 gall 


There are men of an humour dirc&-: 
a sow- Ty oppoſite to this, yet e'ry Whit as. 


S 7 wood 1% oe nt oe el es OO ES TW nin oh re Woot =o a ey 


yn ay 58 948 1 wg 


a 


Wor pr 4 *c 


nts 


þ 65 ] 


pal in their epences with the Tay* 
lor, for they. have their Doublers 
pinkt -on thiir Backs, but they 


arc as good} as an Annuity to 
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the Surgeon,j}tho' they need hint 


rot to let 'emm. blood.. Flanders is 


cheir Miſtrets, and a Clap from 


W her carries 'em off the Stage. If 
Wrhey return, kd Hoſpital is their 

Retreat, or the Sheriff their Ex- 
Wecutour. Theſe two, Madam, are 
Wvcry differen extravagances, and 
W very ſtrange; one's, yet | they are 
Yreal, and fſugh as appear every 
3 day. Bur, wh is mbſt to be won- 
Fdcr'd ar, ariſeiboth from the ſame 
E Principle, and the ſame miſtaken 
J Notion, and zfe only differenc'd by 
Athe diverſity of Tempers in Men. 
 YThe commor! Motive to both is 
Vanity, and : ;they jointly concurr 
in this Opinich, that Valour is the 
moſt eſtimable; and moſt honourable 
Quality, that Han | is capable of; they 
azree in adeſjte to be honour'd and 
fear'd,but theyditfer i intheir methods 
In perfuing thgs common End. The 
dne is naturgly ative, bold and 


true courſe bs arriveat it by ſhcw- 


Klaring; and;;therefore takes the 


Ing 
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' mean Spirited and fearful, and ſeeks | 


Imitation 
ridiculo's. 


ccal the Froſt in his Blood, and} 


 Cudgel'd like an Aſs in Spite of his? 


has firced ev'ry Man for fomerhings| 


f 


=[ 66/] | 
ing what. he can do, by what he} 
dare ſuffer, and his immoderate des. | 
fire and indiſcretion {uffter him to ! 
know no bounds. The other is 


by falſe Fire to Counterfeit a heat | 
that may pals for genuine, to con-} 


like an ill Actor, over-does his Part} 
for want of underſtanding it, which? 
'tis impoſiible he ſhou'd. Among 


own Temper he comes of with Co-'# 
lours flying,..and thoſe arc the Men # 
he wou'd be valiant amongſt only, # 
cou'd he read Men's hearts. But the 
firſt Rencounter bctrays the AſS3 
thro' the Lions Skin, and he is 

4 
Covering. 'It is our happincſs Ma 
dam, that we lie undcr no manner off: 
Temptation from thefe two Vani- 
ties, whereof one is ſo dangerous, | 
the other ſo ridiculous. For all 
humours that are forc'd againſt the 
na:ural bent of -our tempers mult be 
ſo. Nature is our beft guide, and? 


mor 2 particularly than others; which 


I, 


. of the Iik 


fr] 


(if they had| the ſenſe | to proſecute, 


they wou'd' at leaſt not be ridicu- 


| | Jous, if they were not extraordi- 
.nary. Burt;fo prevalent. are our 


Vanity, ang, this Apiſh Humour of 
Imitation, that we perſuade our 
ſelves, that we may practiſe with 
applaule, whatever we ſee another 
ſucceed in, [tho' as contrary to the 
intent of oj Nature, as Dancing to 
an Elephang; ſo ſome Men that talk 
well of ſerious matters, are ſo 
moy'd at the applauſe ſome merry 


'Prolls gain,: that they forget their 


gravity, and/aiming to be Wits, turn 
Buffoons ;" There are others, thar 
arc ſo takg&hn with the ations and 


.Erimace of; a good Mimick, that 


they fall 
Li Facegand wry Mourhs, and 


zreſently to making aw- 


are all thett lives after in a Vizor, 
Maskt tho? 'bare fac o. 


Theſe, joe Hamels others. 

Nature, are the leſſer 
Follics . of: Mankind, by which 
their Van'ty makes 'em fit only 
to be laugth'd at. There are ©- 
thers, whpþ | BY more ſtudied and 

$ | a - | refin'd 
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Charg fer | 
Beau, who 1s one that has more 
Learning in his Heels than his * 
Head, which is better | cover'd * 


0 4 Beau. 
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refin'd Follies arrive to be mote | 
conſiderable, and make a prear 3 


Sex. 


Of the firſt nk of theſe 1s the 


Figure and Party among their # 


than fil'd. His Taylor and his 
. Barber are his Cabinet Coun- } 


cel, ro whom he is more behold- 


ing for whar he is, than to his. 
. Maker. He 1s One that has tra- 
vecll'd to ſee Faſhions, and broughr 
_ over with him the neweſt cur ſuit, 


and the pretticſt Fancy'd Ribbands 
for Sword Knots. His beſt Ac- 
quaintance at Paris was his Dan- 
cing Maſter, whom he calls the Mar- 
quiſs, and his chief Viſits to the 
Opera's. He has feen the French 
King once, and knows the name 
of his cheif Miniſter, and is by 
this ſuffciently convinc'd that there 
are no Politicians in any other Part 
of the World. His improvements 
area nice Skill in the Mode, and a 
high Contempt of his own Coun- 

| iry 
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69 | 
| try, and of Stnſe. All the know- 
ledge he has#'of the Country, or 
Manners of ig, is in the keeping of 
the Valet chat follow'd him hither, - 
and all rhat'he retains of the Lan- 
| guage is a fey modiſh words to lard 
his dome] with, and ſhew his 
Brecding, and the names of his 
. Garniture. F& ſhou'd be a Philoſo- 
pher, ' for bf! ſtudies nothing bur 
himſelf, yet/zv'ry one knows him 


| berrer, that thinks him not worth - 


} 


knowing. Khs looks and geſtures 
2 are his conftant Leſſon, and his 
F Glaſs is the} Oracle that reſolves 
J all his mighty doubts and ſcruples. 
He examincyg and refreſhes his Com- 
plexion by il , and 1s more dejected 
at a Pimple; |than if it were a Can- 
cer. When, his Eyes are ſet to a 
Janguiſhing |; his Motions all 
prepar'd aceifding to Art, his Wig 
and his Coa/! abundantly Powder' d, 
his Gloves Nlenc' d, and his Hand- 
3 kercher pertum'd and all the reſt 
3 of his Bravery rightly adjuſted, the 


greateſt. pait of the day, as well 

the bufinel5$of it at home, is over; 

"ris tine ws EN and down hs 
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' comes, ſcented like a Perfumers , 
Shop, and looks like a Veſſel with 


all her, rigging under fail without 
| Ballaſt. A Chair is brought with» 53 
in the door, for he apprehends } 


'F 


[ by 
4s 


every Breath of Air as much, as if 7 


it were a Hurricane. His firſt Vi- 


By - 


ſit is to the Chocolate Houſe, and # 
after a quarter of an Hours Com- ! 


PLN to himſelf in the great Glaſs, 
e faces about and ſalutes the Com- ? 


pany, and, puts in practice his Morn- 
ings Meditations; When he has 
made his Cringes round, and play'd 
oyer all his Tricks, out comes the 
fine Snuſh Box, and. his Noſe is Re- 


gal'd a while: After this he begins | 
ro open, and fſlarts ſome learned 7? 
Argument about the neweſt Fa- #' 


ſhion, and hence taizes occaſion to 


commend the next Man's Fancy in | 


his Cloths, this uſhers in a dil- 
courſe of the Appzarance laſt Birth 
Night, or Ball at Court, and ſo a 
Critick upon this Lord, or that 
Ladies Maſquing Habit. From 
hence he adjourns to the Ply-hou/e, 
where he is to be mer again in the 
fide Box, from whence he mY 

ee us 
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hs Court to ur the Ladies : in ge- 


neral with hig:Eyes, and is parti- 
cular only w th the Orange-Wench. 
Afrera while he engages ſome neigh- 
bouring Vizor,. and they together 


| run over all?/rhe' Boxes, take to 


Pieces every: Face, examine every 
Feature, paſs// their Cenſure upon 
every one, ar ſo on to their Dreſs ; 
here he very! Judiciouſly gives his 
opinion upogt every particular, and 


determines whoſe Colours are well 


choſen, whole Fancy is neateſt, and 
whoſe Cloths ſir with moſt Air; 
but in conclgſion ſees no Body com- 
pleat bur himſelf in the whole 
Houſe. . Aﬀer this he looks down . 
with contempt upon the Pit, and 
rallies all the flovenly Fellows, 
and awkajil Beau's ( as he calls 
them) of'|tother End of rhe 
Town, is njghrily oftended ar rheir 
ill ſcented Yuf, and in ſpight of all 
his Pulvilirand Eſſences, 1s overcome. 
with the. tink of their C orclovan 
Gl5ves, Th cloſe all, Madam in the 


| Mask muſſfgive him an account of 


rhe Scandyl of the Town, which 
ihe does [ih they Hiſtory of abun- 
dance of [Ftrigues real or feizn'd; at 


' all 
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a1 which he laughs aloud and often, 
not to ſhew his ſatisfaction, but his 
Teeth. She ſhews him who is 
kept by ſuch a Lord, Who was 
lately diſcarded by ſuch a Knight, 
for granting Favours too indiſcrcet- 
ly to ſuch a Gentleman : who has 
lately been in the Country for twa 
or three Months upon extraordinary 
Occaſions. To all which he gives 
great attention, that he may pals for 
a Man of Intelligence in ano- 
ther Place. His next Stage is 
Locket's, where his Vanity, not his 
Stomach, is to be gratified with 
ſomething that is /irtle and dear, 
Qrails and Ortalans are the mcaneſt 
of his Dict, and a Spoonful of Green 
Peaſe at *Chriſtmaſs, are worth to 
him -more than the inheritance of 
the Ferz/d where they grow in Sur- 
mer. Every thing falls in his E- 


Neem, as it falls in price, and he 


wou d not ſo much as taſt the 
IV7ue, if the hard name, and the 
high rate did not give -it a reliſh. 
After a glaſs or two, ( for a Pint 


is his ſtint) he begins to talk of 


bis Intrizues, boaits much of the 
ravours he has recciy'd, and ſhews 
| COUNTCL- 
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counterfeit Tokens, and in Con- 
cluſion, ſlanders fome Lady or other 
of unqueſtiogd Verruc with a par- 
ticular fongnels for him. His 
Amours are; all profound Secrets, 
yet he makis a Confidence of 'em 
ro every Min he meets with. He 
pretends a | t2n rcyerence for the 
Ladics, ana a mighty tenderneſs 
of their Repurations ; yer he is_ 
like a Fleſh iFlye, whatever he blows 
on is taint}. He talks of nothing 
under Quaji:y, tho' he never ob- 
tain'd a Fayour, which his Man 
might not have for half a Crown. 
He and his||Footman in this Caſe arc 
like Englifh and Dutch at an Or- 
dinary in iF/o//ard, the Fare is the 
ſame, but phe Price is vaſtly differ- 
ent. Thu$'the Show goes forward, 
till he is heaten fer Treſpaſſes he 
was never;;guilty of, and ſhall be 
damn'd far Sins he never Com- 
mitted. Ar lait, with his Credit as 
low as his] Fortune he retires ſul- 
lenly to his Cloiſter, the Fing's- 
Bench, or jF leet, and paſſes the r<it 
of his dags in Privacy, and Con- 
 templatior, Here, /d.um, if you 

EN pleaſe 


KXY 
, —W-4 
v5 W 


} 5 
7_, 
On - 
. = 
Ez 
F 
C & 
1 ©; 
x 3g 
Sy < 
® ” 
5 " 
3 : 
f J P 


ry CO I et 2g 10 EN CR IR 0 RA ans Eat on gee er, DP IS A Tn > 
* $i AC. TOY Got apaet ole I EO ED LEI STS 2 90 10-8 SIS bt "ON EPI IR 
LEG Bale FeF 20 276 OT STATS 2 a ad BILOE ti 25 Sos EW I EN ITT I LES Bf Se RS bed ou ae. - 
y Wo v4 LS $f 25% . 2, 1 F 2 Be Do vs IC PAL 
; . Rs» 
” 


Sie ll 
DRE > 
+ 5-2-4 
I ERR 
«7 *4. HM 
nt C REES: 


oY 79 . | 

{i [541 

0 : pleaſe weel give him one Yi/e 
T more, and ſee the laſt 4 of the 
; Farce; and you ſhall find him 
4 | ( whoſe Sobricty was before a Yice, 
' as being only the Pimp to his 


pther Pleaſures, and who fear'd a 
lighted Pipe as much as if it had 
been a grcat Gun levell'd ar him ) 
with his Noſe Flaming, and his 
Breath ſtinking of Spirits worſe 

than a Datch Tarpawlin's, and ſmok- 
ing out of a ſhort P7pe, thar for ſome 
Months has been kept hor as con- 
Nantly as a G/aſs-Zovſe, and fo I 
icaye him to his Meditations. 


You wou'd think it yet more 
flrange, that any one ſhould be 
a Slovenly and Naſty out of Yanity; 
Hh * | yet ſuch there are I can aſſure you, 
Madam, and cou'd eaſily give a de- 
f ſcription of 'em, but that ſo foul 
ot ' a Relation muſt needs be Nauſeous 
| to a Perſon ſo Neat as your Self; 
and wou'd be treating You as the 
'Þ Country Sqaire did his Court Friend, 
| who when he had ſhew'd him all 
the Ctriofitics of | his Houſe and. 
Gardeas, carried him into his Hog- 


ſtics:. 


q Ts 


Me © 


ties. Bur there are more. than e- 
now. to juſtie what I have ſaid of 
| { the Humout'jof Diogenes, who was 
as vain and) as proud in his 7u#, 
as Plato cod be in the midſt of 
his fine Fpr/tan Carpers, and rich 
Furniture. 3 Vanity is only an Am- 
bition of being taken notice of, 
which ſheys it ſelf variouſly accor- 
ding to the humour of the Pertons ; 
which wag more extravagant in the 
Anti-Beau «| than in the Beau Philc- 
ſopher. Vanity is the vericſt Pro- 
teus in th&:'World, it can Ape /1- 
mility, a ad can make Men decry 
themſelves on purpoſe to be Flat». 
tered ; like ſome cunning Preachers 
that cry;  Mertific. ti09 and Self 
denial pexperually, and arc pamper 7 _ 
all the while by the Zeal and art 
rhe Chaiges of their Followers, 
who are! atiraid the good Man 
ſhou'd ifarve himſelf. Ir is the 
Bleſſing; of Fools, and the. Folly of 
Ingenious. Men. For it makes thoſe 
contenteadly hngg themieives under 
all the | Corn of the w ori, and the 
gcs that are ofcr'd 'em, and 
theſe reſtleſs and dulatis:ied with 
1 its 
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its applauſe. Both think the World 


Vanity a 
Bleijmg to 


Foo:s. 


envious, and that their merit is 
ijnjurd, and it is impoſlible to 
right cicher of 'em to their Minds; 


for thoſe have no ticle to the pre» 
rence of merit, and theſe nor ſo 
much as they think they have. 


Yet ir is the Happinefs of the firſt 


that they can think themſelves ca- 
pable of moving Envy ; for though 
they commonly miſtake the Deri- 
ſion of Men, for their applauſe, yer 


Men are ſometimes ſo ill Natur'd 


25 to undeceiye *em, and then it is 
their Comfort, that theſe are . en- 


vious -Men, | and miſrepreſent rhe 


Worlds opinion of 'em.- Cou'd 
theſe Men be convinc'd of their 
miſtake, I ſee nothing that ſhou'd 
hinder them-/from being deſperate, 
and hanging or diſpoſing of them- 
ſelves ſome other ſuch way. - For 


_ though a Man may comfort him- 


ſelf under Afflictions, it is either that 


. they| are undeſerved, or if deſerved, 


char he ſuffers bnly for Overſights, 


or raſh Acts, by which the -wiſeſt 
| Men may be ſometimes overtaken; 
thar he 15 1n the main Diſcreet and. 


% 
% 
$ 
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Pry 


not only think himſelf nor wiſe, 
but by Narare made abſolutely in- 
capable of «yer becoming Wiſe, he 
is in a depſbrable Sz#e, and wants 


the common Comfort, as well of 
Fools, as Wyſe Men, Vanity ; which 
in ſuch a'|Caſe is the only. proper 
Mediatour of a Reconcilement. 'No 
Qualiry ſeems to be more Provi- 
denrially diftributed ro every Man 
according Fo his Neeccllity ; fer 
thotE that|have leaſt Wit, ought to 
have rhe | greateſt Opinion of it ; 
as all orheg Commodities are rated 


higheſt, Where they are 1carcelt. 
By this nfeans the level is better 
maintain' amongſt Men, who, 


were this imaginary Equality de- 
ſtroy'd, nyght be apr to reverence, 
and. idolizg one 'another too much, 
and forgſhring the common Fate, 
they are &I| Born to, pay Honours 
too near} divine to their Fellow 
Morrtals.' But as the humour of 
_ rhe Worls now runs, this fort of 
11elatry if ſcarce likely to come un- | 

| I | lO 
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to Faſhion. We have. too great 


. an Opinion of our ſelyes, to be- 


lieve roo well of any one clic, and 
we are in nothing more diſhculr 
than in points of Wit, and Under- 
ſtanding, in either of which we ve- 
ry unwillingly yield the Preference 
to any Man. There is nothing of 
which we afte&t co ſpeak with more 
humility and indifference than our 
own Senſe, yet nothing of which 
we think with more Partiality, and 
Preſumption. There have been 
ſome ſo bold as to aſſume the Title 
of the Oracles of Reaſon to them- 
felves, and their own Writings ; and 
we meet with others daily, that 
think themſelves Oracles of Writ. 
Theſe arc the moſt Vexatious A- 
timals in the! World, that think 


they have a Priviledge to torment 
.and plague every Body ; but thoſe 


eſpecially who have the beſt Repura- 
tion for their Wit or Judgment ; as 
Fleas are laid to moleit thoſe moſt, 
who have the rendercit Stzns, and 
the ſweereſt Blood, | | 
 Ofthele the moſt voluminousFool 
is the Fop Poct, who is one that 
| has 
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has always more Wit in his Pockets Cboraf% | 

than any where elſe, yer ſeldom Or jr Aro 

never any ofghis own there. E/op's 

Daw was a'z7ype of him; For he 

makes himſ&F fine with the Plunder 

of all Partiſs. He is a Smuggler 

of Wit, and ſteals French Fancies 

withour $ying the cuſtomary 

Duries. * Viirſe is his Manufadture ; 

For it is mare the labour of his 

Finger than: his brain. He ſpends 

much time7 i in Writing, - but ten 

times more|in Reading what he has 

Written. Wc is loaden conſtantly 

with more; Papers, and duller than 

a Clerk ir} Chancery, and fp-nds 

more time/;/fin /{earings, and Ke- 

hearings. He asks your Opinion, 

yet for fegr you ſhou'd not jump 

with him,*tells you his own firſt. 

He defiresmo Favour, yet is diſap-- 

pointed, iſihe be not Flatrer'd, and 

- 1s offendegl always at the Truth. | 

His firſt Education is generally a 

Shop, or agfounting-Houſe, where his 

acquaintatjze commences with the | 

Bell-man ion a new Years day. 

He puts 4 upon Intriguing with E 

the Mee and promiſes to. Pimp | 
for 


[$01 

for him. From this time forward 
he hates the name of Mechawxich, 
and rcſelves to ſell all his ſtock, and 
purchaſe a Plantation in Parnaſſ«s. 
He is now a Poetical 7aberdajher 

of. Small Wares, and deals yery 
much in' Novels, Madrigals, Rigs 
dles, Fueral, and Love Odes, and 
Flerzies, and other Toyes from /7e+ 
licaz, Which he has'a Shop ſo well 
furnilſh'd with, that he can fit you 
Avich all forts and Sizes upon. all 
Occaſions in the twinkling of an 
Eye. He frequents Apolo's Ex- 
change in Covent-Garden, and. picks 
tip. the freſheſt Intelligence whar 
Flays are upon the Stocks, or rea» 
dy to be launch'd; who have lately 
made a good Voyage, who a faym 

one only, and who have ſuffer'd a 
Wreck in Lyincoln's-Inn-Feilds, or 
Drury-Lane, and which are brought 
into the Dock to be Careen'd and 
fitced for - another. Voyage. He 
talks much of Jack Dryden, and FWWi/k. 
H'ycherley, and the reſt of thar Ser, 
and proteſts he can't h&p having 
ſome: retipect for 'em, becauſe the 

haye_{o much for him, and his 

| Wriings ; 


Fades - ot] erwiſe he cou'd ſhew 


em tO 


compariſon of imſelf; but he fors 
bears 'em meefy our of Gratitude, 


+ or bs "Gf" 
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and Com paſſi9n. Once a Month 


he firs our a\\ſmall Poetical Smeck 
at the chargs -of his Bookſeller, 
which he lades with French Plunder 
new Vampr in Eng/iſh, ſmall Ven 
tures of Tra lated Odes, Elerzies 
and Epigramy of Young Traders; 
and ballaſts with heavy Proſe of his 
own; for which returns are to be 
| made to the ſgyeral Owners in Te- 


fters, or appluſe from the Prenti- 


ces and Tyre?Women that deal for 
'em. He is the Oracle of thoſe thar 
want Wir, ard the Plague of thoſe 
that have it;;| for he haunts their 
Lodgings, angl is more terrible to 


Em, than thefr 
1s- an unexhauſtible Magazine of 
Rhine, and; Noafenſe, and his 
Tongue like & repeating Clock with 
Chimes, is ready upon every touch 
ro ſound to kim. Men avoid him 
| for the ſamks Reaſon, they avoid 


_ the P/lory, 5rhe ſecurity of their 


Mrrechs 


891: 
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Ye meex;Sots and Blockheads 
that underſtard little of. Poetry, in 


Duns. His Pocket. 


7] T5 Ears * 
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Ears; of which he is as mercilefs a 
Perſecutor. He is the Bane of So- 
city, a Friend to the Stationers, 
the Plague of the Preſs, and the 


. Ruine of his Bookſeller. He is 


more. profitable ro the Grocers and 
Tabacconiſts than the Paper Manufa. 
fare; for his Works, which talk 
ſo much of Fire and Flame, com- 


monly expire in their Shops in /:- 


F anty U.- 
niverſal. 


pour and Soak, If he aſpire to 
Comedy, he intrigues with ſome cx- 
perienc'd Dimje/ of the 7owrn, in or- 
der to inſirudt himſclf in the hu- 
mour of it, and 1s /cullicd by her 
into Matrimony, and fo is furniſh'd 
at once with a Plor, and two good 
Characters, himſelf and his Wife, 
and is paid with a Portion for a 
Jointure in Parnaſſus, which I leave 
him to make his belt of. 


\T ſhall not trouble you with any. 
more Inſtances of the fooliſh yani- 
ties of Mankind ; becauſe I am af- 
fraid I haye been too large upon 
thac Head already. Not that I 
think there is any Order or Degree 
of Men, which wou'd; not attord__ 

> many 


P 


| 6; | - 

many and neforious inſtances for 
our Purpoſe. |:For as I think Yanity 
almoſt the Uriverſal mover of all 
onr Actions, 'Fhether pood or bad; 
ſ I think the, '& are ſcarce any Men 
ſo Ingenious, | [78 fo. Vertuous, bur 
ſomething of #prill ſhine through the 
greateſt Part|ſaf what they do, ler 
them caſt nev6t ſo thick a Vail O- 
Ver it. | What makes Men fo ſolici- 
tous of leaving a Reputation be- 
ind *'em in|\\the World, though 
they know they can't be affected 
with ir after Path, bur this even 
to a degree of | Folly 2 Whar elle - 
_ nidkes great fien involve themſelves 
1 the Fatig þ and Hazards of. 
War., and jwricate Intrigues of _ 
Stare , when|| they have alrcady 
more than the y can enjoy, bur an 
Itch of being malk'd of and remem- 
bred, ro which they ſacrifice their 
preſent happiifſs and repoſe 


Bur 1 ſhall 4 arry - theſe. Conſide- 
rations no father: becauſe I have 
already ſingl&d cut ſome of thoſe 
many whole Wanity is more extra- 


vagank and ri Iculous, than any our 
Es & 4 Sex 
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Sex is chargeable with, and theſe 
Might Touches may ſerve to let 'em 
ſee, that even the greateſt, and 
Wiſeſt are rot wholely exempr, if 
they have it not in a higher De- 


gree, tho' rhey exerciſe it in things. . 
' more Popular, and Plauſible. I 


hope- therefore the burthen of this 
good Quality will not hereaſter be 
laid upon us alone, but the Men | 
will be contented to divide the Load _ | 
with us, and be thankful that they | 


bear leſs than their Proportion. 


Inpertinence comes next under- | 


 Conlideration, in which TI ſhall be as 
' brief, as I conveniently can, in 


regard I have been ſo long upon 


the precedeing Head. Jmpertinence 
is a humour of buiſying our ſelves 


about things trivial, and of no 
Moment in themfelves, or unſea-- 
ſonably in things of no concern to 


us, or wherein we are able to Go 
nothing to any Purpoſe. Here our 
' Adverſaries inſult over us, as it 
they had gain'd an intire /7tory, 


and the Fie/d were indiſputable ; 
but they ſhall hayc no cauſe for - 
| | Triumph, 
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Triumph, this|js no Poſt of ſuch 
mighty advartage as they fondly 
perſuade themgeives. This Preſump- | 
:i04 ariſes from! an Erroncous Cone 
ceit, that all thofe things in which 
they are littke concern'd, or con- 


ſulted, are tri Des below their Care Gammon!y 
or notice, which indeed they are mit» 


not by Nature ſo well able ro ma- 
nige. Thus; |when they hear us 
talking to, and adviſing one another 
about the Offer, Diſtribution and 
Contrivance x of Fouſhold Affairs , 
about the Regulation of the Family, 
and Governmght of Children and Ser- 
vants, the prgvident management of 
a Kitchin, ahd the decent ordering 
of a Table, the ſuitable Matching, 
and convenicnt diſpoſition of Furni- 
ture and. ol like, they preſently 
condemn us la impertinence. Yet 
they may ye pleaſed to conſider, 
chat as the affairs of the World arc 
now tivided| berwixt us; the Dome» 
ſtici: rs out hare, and out of which 
we ar? rarely ſuffer'd to interpoſe 
our Senſe.3] They may be pleaſed 
co con! nfidef| likewiſe, that as lip ht 
and incon{Wcrable as theſe Kh 
41 G3 | om 
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ſeem, they are capable of no Plea- 


ſures of Senſe higher or more re- 
fin'd than thoſe of Brutes withour 


. our care of 'em. For were it not 


for that, their Houſes wou'd be 


meer Billams” their moſt luxurious | 


Treats, but a ryde. confuſion of ill 
' Pigeſted, ill mixrt' Scents and Reli- 
ſhes, and the fine Furniture, they 
beſtow ſo much coſt on, hurt an ex- 
penſive heap of glittering Rubbiſh. 
Thus they are beholding to us far 
the comfortable Enjoyment of what 


. their labour 'or good Fortune hath 
' acquir'd or beſtow'd, and think 


' meanly of our care only, becauſe 
they underſland not the value of ix. 


' Bur if we ſhall be thought imperti- 


nent for Diſcourſes of this Nature, 
'as I deny not but we ſometimes 


juſtly may, when they are unſea- 


ſonable; what cenſure muſt thoſe 
Men bear, who are prepetually 
talking of Politicks, State Afﬀairs 
and Griev'mces to us, in which per- 


| haps neither they, nor We are much. 


concern'd, or if we be, are not able 
ro propoſe, much [fs to apply any 
Remedy to 'em: Surely theſe ar? 

| IMP rtincnt 
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impertinent; Abt to call the Bean, 


[1 


or Poetaſter Dn the Stage again, 

whoſe whole'! Lives are one con- | 
tinued ſcene of Folly and Imper- 

| tinence; let us/make the beſt of our 


hy 


News Meneer. *| ; 


He is one whoſe Brains having ctarad:y 


been once ovegr-heared,; retain ſome- Y - ©f*+- 
"> Ep Houſe Poli- 
thing of the Fire in 'cm ever after. ;;.;.. 
He miſtakes his Paſſion for Zeal, 
and his Noife. and Buſtling, for 
Services. He is always full of 
Doubts, Feath, and Jealoufics, and 
iS never ig ſome notable Dit- 
covery, of a decp laid Defign, ora | 
dangerous Plbt found out in a Meal _ 
Tub, or Pettiroat. He is a mighty 
Liſtner aft& Prodigies, and never 
hears of a WÞa/e, or a Comet, bug he 
apprehends 'fome {udden Revolution 
in the. Staie, and looks upon a 
Groaning-boixd, or a ſpeaking-head , 
as fore-runhers of the Day of Fzdg- 
ment. He is a great Lover of the 
King, but & bitter Enemy to all a- 
bout him, fand thinks it impoſlible - 


for him toghave any but Ev: Cour- 


fſellors, anf!though he be very zea- 
Nl il. G 4 - lous 
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Jous for. the Government, yet he 
never finds any thing in it but Grie- 
wances and Miſcarriazes to declainf' 
upon. He is a Well-wiſher to- the 
Church, but he is never to be recon- 
.ci''d to the Bi/hops and Clergy, and 
rails moſt inveterately at the 4 of 
Uniformity. He hates Perſecution 
implacably, and contends furiouſly 
for Moderation, and can ſcarcethink 
well of th: 7ecleration, becauſe it is 
an Act of the State. He profeſles 
himſelf of the Church of ' England, 
pretends to like the Worthip of it, 
bat he goes to Meetings in ſpighr 
ro the P.z/2n of his Pariſh, His Corr 
ſeience is very tender and fcrupu- 
lous in Matters of Ceremony, but 
It is as ſtecly and tough as Brawn 
behind his Counter, and can di- | 
geſt any Sin of Gain, He lodges 
at home, but he lives at rhe Cofee- 
houſe. He converſes more with 
News Papers, Gazettes and Yotes, 
ghan with his Shop Books, and his 
conſtant Application to the Pul/ick 
takes him- off all Care for his Private 
Concery. He is always ſettling the 
Naticn, yet cou'd neyer manage his 
rn own 


[589 1. 
own Family. We is a mighdy Sticks 
ler at all Eleftfqns, and tho' he has 


i 


no Yore, thinks it impoſſible any 
thing ſhou'd | S right unlets he be 
there toBawl tor it. His buſineſ$'is at 
Home, but his thoughts are in Flare 
ders, and he ik carneſtly inveſting 
of Towns till the Sheriff's Offcers b2- 
leaguer his Doors. He is buſie in 
forcing of Congrerſearps, and ſtorm- 
ing of Breach;F, while his Creditors 
rake his Shop'hy ſurprize, and make 
Plunder of Jhis Geeds. Thus by 
mending the "7" Heh He: marrs his 
own HForrur ; and never leaves 
talking of thg Laws of the Lavd, till 


the Executiqh of 'em filence him. 
200 


This ſor; of Impertinents the 
Coffce-houſes; are every day full of ; 
nay, {ſo far ps this contagious Ea 
pertinence | pread it ſelf, that Pri- 
vare Houſes, and. Shops, nay, the | 
very Streef# and Bulks arc infeted 
and peſlcga. with Politicks and. 


News. Nht a Pot cou'd go g HDLy 
down, or *a ſtitch po me-rily tor- 
ward withc4 t Namur, a While age 3 
TWas 04 "the Porter Ss Ale, and 

Wax 
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TWax to the Coller's Thread; the 
one ſuſpended his Draught, and 
the other his Awl to enquire what 
was become of the Rogue, and were 
very glad to hear he was taken, 
and expected no doubt he ſhou'd 
come over and make 'em a Holy-day 
- at his Execution. They were migh- 
tily rejoyc'd at the Arreſting of the 
Mareſchal Bozfflers, and made no 
queſtion bur | they ſhou'd ſee him 
amonzſt the reſt of the Beafts at 
Bartholomew Fair fax Two Pence. 
This Folly of the Mob was in ſome 
mecalure excuſable, becauſe their Tg- 
norance led 'em into an expeRation 
of ſeeing what had given the World 
ſo much Trouble. But thoſe that 
have better knowledge of things 
have no ſuch Plea, they ought to 
haye been wiſer, than to have bu- 
ſied themſelves ſo much and fo 
earneſtly about affairs, which all 
their care and Sollicitude could have 
no more Influence upon, than over 
the Weather. *'Twas pleaſant to ſee 
what Shoals the report of the ar- 
rival of a Hol/.ud, or Flanders Mail, 
prought to the Secretary's Offce, the 
EL, Poſt 


- 
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Poſs Office, agzd the Coffee-Fouſes ; 
every one C@owding to catch the 
News firſt, hich as ſoon as they 
had, they joſted away like to 
many Exprel:&s to dilperſe it among 
their Neighlurs at more diſtance, 
"that waited jith Ears prickt up to 
receive 'enfy or walk'd uneafily 
with a Fodhifh Impatience to and 
from the Door, or Window, as if 
| their looking our fo often wou'd 
ferch 'cm th'6 ſooner. Moſt Men in 
their News late like Beau's 1n their 
Dict, the -Yorſt is welcome while 
ris freſh a/ad ſcarce, and rhe belt is 
not wartly'a Faithing when it has 
been blowh upon; and commonly 
they fare Fke Beau's, are fond of: it 
while 'tisxyoung and infipid, and 
neglect itfyhen 'tis grown up to its 
full, and te reliſh. No ſooner is it 
rumour'd; that a Breach is made in the 
Caſtle Wal, or the White Flaz hung 
out, butjja. Crancil of War is call'd 
in every ZC-f-e-houſe in Town; the 


French, hd Dutch Prints, their Intel- 


33; 


ligencersfare call'd for immediatcly, 
and examnin'd, and not a Shot 1s 
mention f| but they ſtart as if the 
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Ball whizz d juſt chen by their Ears. 
After this follows a ſerious debate 
about a general Aſſault, and whether 
they ſhall ſtorm immediately, or 
not; who ſhall begin the Attack ; 
whac Conditions ſhall be granted 
on Capitulation. Th2 Cattle of 
Namur thus taken, or Surrender'd, 
they procced to take their Meaſures, 
and ſettle rhe next Campaign, and 
whatever harm we ſuffer by thofe 
milcheivous French in the Field, 
they are ſure to take ſufficient. Re- 
venge, and pay 'em off Swingingly 
in the Cofeehouſes: Burt as if this. 
wer2 not enough, Our greateſt 
Actions muſt be Buftoon'd in Show, 
as well as Talk. Shall Namur bs tas 
ken and our Hero's of the City not 
ſhow their Proweſs upon ſo great an 
Occaſion? It muſt never be ſaid, 
that the Cofee-hovfes dar'd more than 
Aloor-Fields ; No, for the honour of 
Londen, out comes the Foreman of 
the Shop very Formidable in Buff 
and Baxdileers, and away he marches 
with Feather in Cap, to the general 
Rendezvous in the A4rti/{ery Ground. 
Fhere theſe terrible Mimicks of 

: | | Mars 


M93 | 
Mars are toxipend their Fury in 
Neiſe and Soke, upon a Namur 
erected for tlzat purpoſe on a Molc- 
hill,and by te help of Guns and 
Drums ourgſtink and out-rattle 
Smithfield va all its Bravery, and 
| wou'd be hard for the greareſt 
Man in all Fraxce, if they had him 
| bur among 'em: Yer this is bur 
Skirmiſhing; the hor Service is in 
another Plate, when they - engage 
the Capons nd Quart Pots ; never 
vas Onſet; more Vigorous, For 
they come] ro Handy-Blows im- 
mediately, /and\now is the real cut- 
ting and ſlgſhing, and Tilting with- 
out Quartfr, Were the Towns ih 
Flanders a\l wall'd with Beef, and 
che French:4s good meat as Capors, 
and dreſt the fame way, the King 
need neve*;beat his Drums for Sol- 
diers ; al} theſe Gallant Fellows 
wou'd cqme in Voluntarily, the 
meaneſt &f which wou'd be able to 
eat a Maireſchal, and whom no- 
thing cousd oppoſe in conjunction. 
Nothiig is more common, and 
familiar than this ſort of Impertin- 
ence': 
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efice; Moſt Men won'd have little 
td do, did they« buſie themſelves. 
abour nothing, but what they un- 
derſtood, or were concern'd in. A 
Monkey 1s nor liker a Man in his 
Figure, than in his humour. How 
ready are all Mankind to cenſure 
withour Authority, and to pive 
advice unaskt, and without reaſon; 
They are very much miſtaken, that 
think this fcorwardneſs ro thruft 
themſelves into other's affairs,ſprings 
from. any Principle of Charity or 
Tendernels fer 'em, or the leaſt Re- 
yard to the Welfare of their Neigh- 
=bours. *'Tis only a Vain Conceit 
thar they are wiſer, and more able 
to adviſe, which puts *em upon cn- 
gaging in things they have nothing -» 
oF-0% to do with, and paſſing their Judg- 
2 ments Magiſterially on matrers they 
have no Cognizance of, as genes 
rally little Information, or Skill in. 
They are deſirous the World ſhou'd 
have as grea: an Opinion of 'em 
as they have of themſelves, and 
therefore impertinently 1nterpoſe 
tacir 6wn Authority and Senſe, tho' 
never 19 litcie to the purpoſe, only 


to ſhew how wiHl they cou'd manage; 
were it their Buſineſs ; thus they 
adviſe withou#| good intention, or 
kindneſs, and; cenſure without de- 
ſign; or malice to the Perſons coun- 
ſell d, or rcflged on, - 'Theſe buz- 
Zing Inſes warm as thick. every 
where, and rc as troubleſome as 
Magkettors 1n the Weſt-/rdies. 
They are peyperually in a hurry of 
Buſineſs, Lis forc'd to rack their 
Inventions ty employ their Leiſure. 
They are veiy buſie for every Body, 
and ſerve ny) Body. They are al- 
ways in haſt, and "think themſelves 
expected every where with Impari- 
ence, et c&;me looner alwayes than 
they are wefcome. They will walk 
a Mile, ang ſpend an hour to tell 
any one hfw urgent their Buſineſs 
is, and whit haſt they arc in to be 
gone. Thtir Expedition is their 
/ greateſt Lois, For Time is the only 
thing that; lies heavy _ their 
hgh, Tacy are walking Gazette, 

that carry; News from. one Neigh- 
bour| to. #pnother, and have their 
Stages abut the Town as regular 
and certa; n,* 4s a Pemny Poſtman. 
Evcry | 
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Every Man is their acquaintaince, but 
, no Man their Friend. They drudge 


| 


4 for every Body, and are paid by no 
? ho Body, and tho' their Lives be 
worn out in endeayours to oblige 
z ; L « ' | - ; 
: all Mankind, when they die no one 
* regrets their Loſs, or miſles their 
4 SCrvicc. | 


There are another ſort of Im- 

Charaft-r pertinents, who, as they mind not 
print the Buſineſs of other Men where it 
£6 concerns 'em not, neglect ir like- 
wile where it does; and amuſe 
themiclves continually with the 
Contemplation of thoſe things ,, 

which the reſt of the World flighr 

as uſeleſs, and: below their regard. 

Of theic the moſt Egregious is the 
Virtueſo, who is one that has fold 

| an Eſtate in Land to' purchaſe one in 
Scallop, Conch, Muſcle, Cockle Shells, 
Periwinkles, Sea Shrubs, Weeds; 

Meifes, Sponges, Coralls, Corallines, 

Sea Fans, Pelbles, Marchafites and 

| | Flint ſtones ; and has abandon'd rhe 
Acquaintaace and Society of Men 

for that of Infedts, Worms, Grabts, 

Miggcts,, Flies, Moths, Lecaſts, Beee 


Fg /E 4 5 


fles; Spiders , 9G raſhoppers, Snails, 
T zeards and Tos oiſes. His ſtudy is 
like Noah's Ar, the general Ren- 
_ dezyous of all : Treatures in the C- 
aiterſe, and t by greateſt part of his 
Movcables arg the remainders of 
his. Deluge. lis Travels are not 
delign'd as Viſts to the Inhabitants 
of any Place, bait ro the Pits, Shores 
and Hills; froin whence he fetches 
not the Treaſure, bur the Trumpe- 
ry. He is raviſh'd at finding an 
uncommon ſhgl, or an odd ſhap'd 
Stone, and is eſperately enamour'd 
ar, firſt ſight :of an unuſual markr 
| Butter-flie, which he .will hunt a 
whole day to! be Maſter cf. He 
crafficks to al: places, and has his 


Correſpondenty 1 in cry part of the 


World; yetg his Merchandizes 
ſerve not to Fromote our Luxury, 
nor encreaſe Dur Trade, and nei- 
ther _enrich rye Nation, - nor him- 
ſel. A Box7}or two of Pebbles or 
Shells, and a dozen of Waſps, SPI= 
ders and Cate” illars are his Cargoc. 


He values a {| amelion or. Salamay* 


ders Egg, abpve all the Sugars and. 
as, of the Weſt and Eajl-indies,; 
E and. 
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and wou'd pive more for the Shell 
of a Starfiſh, or Sea Urchin entire» 
than for a whole Dastch Herring 
Fleet. He viſites Mines, Colepits, 
and Quarries frequently, but not 
for that ſordid end that other Men 
uſually do, v/z. gain ; bur for the 
fake of the foſlile Shells and Teerh 
that are fometimes found there. 
He is a ſmatcerer at Betany, but for 
fear of being ſuſpe&ted of any uſe- 
ful deſfgn by it, he employs his 
curioſity only about Meſſes, Graſſes, 
Brakes, Thiſtles, &c. that are nor 
accus'd of any vertue in Medicine, 
which he diſtinguiſhes and divides 
very nicely. He preſerves carcful- 
ly thoſe Creatures, which other Men 
induſtriouſly deſtroy, and cultivates 
{edulouſly thoſe Plants, which 0- 


'thers root up as Weeds. He is the 


Embalmer of deceas'd Vermin, and 
dreſſes his Mummyes with as much 
care, as the Ancient Fzyptians did 
their Kings. Hiz Caſh confiſts 


much in old Coins, and ' he thinks 


the Face of A/exanrer in one of 'em 
worth more than all his Conqueſts. 


His Inventory is a lift of the In- 


{ects 


ſeats of all ci untries, and the Shells 
and Pebbles &f all Shores, which can 
no more be ;compleat without two 
or three of remarkable” Signatures , 
than an Apotbecaries Shop without 
a Tortoiſe anda Crocodile, or a Coun- 
try Barber's without a batrer'd 
Citteryn. A piece of Ore with a 
Shell in it is'/a greater Preſent than 
if it were fink; Gold, and a ſtring of 
Wampompeag : is receiv'd with more 
joy, than a Rope of Orient Pearl, or 
_. Diamonds wou d be. His ColleQi- 
on of Garden Snails, Cockle Shells 
and Yerming com pleated, ( as he 
thinks ) he Iſets _ for a Philoſc- 
pher, and ngthing leſs than Univer- 
ſal Nature will ſerve for a Subject, 
of which hg thinks he has an en- 
tire Hiſtory; lin his Lumber Office; 
Hence forw' rd he ſtruts and ſwells, 
and deſpiſes/all thoſe lictle infigni- 
ficant Fellows, thar can make no 
betrer uſe Fo thoſe noble inconte- 
ſtable Evid$nces of the Univerſal 
Deluge, Su and Oyſter Shells, 
& than ro ſtew!0yfers, or melt Brim- 
S. /one for Mijches. By this time he 
thinks it Loead to Tu the 
| 19. World 
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World an Eſay of his Parts, that ir 
die think as hy of 'em ( if po- 
ſlible ) as he does himſelf; and find- 
ing Mo/es hard beſet of late, he re. 

ſolves to give him a lift, and de-_ 
Fond his Flood, to which he is fo 
much oblig'd for ſparing his dar- 
ling Toys only. But as great Ma- 
| ſters uſe, he corrects him tomerimes 
for not ſpeaking to his Mind, and 
gives him the lie now and then in 
order to ſupport his Authority. He 
ſhakes the World to: Atoms with- 
caſe, which melts before him as 
rcadily as if it were nothing bur a 
Ball of Salt. He pumps even the 
Center, and drains it 'of imaginary 
ſtores by imaginary Loopholes, as 
-if punching the Globe full of holes 
cou'd make his #yporhejrs hold 
Water. He is a Man of Fxpediti- 
01, and does that in a few days, 
which coſt Moſes fome Months to 
compleat. He is a Paſſionate Ad- 
mirer of his own Works without a 
Rival, and ſuperciliouſly contemns 
all Anſwers, yet the leatt Oljection 
throws him into the Vapours. He 
ſets up for a gtand Fli/c/epler, and 

| palms 
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palms Fypolteſes upon the World, 
which futurg!Ages may ( if they 
pleaſe ) exp? ro hear his Argu- 
ments. for ; at preſent he is in no 
humour to give 'em any other ſa- 
tisfaction than his own word, thar 
he is infallibe. Yer thoſe that have 
a Faith complacent enough to take 
a Gentlemaa's word for his own 
great Abilities, may perhaps be ad- 
' mitted to atfight of his grand De- 

monſtration, j ps Raree Show; the 
particulars of which he repcats to 
'cmin a whihing Tone, e'ry Whit as 
formal and |merry, though not ſo 
Muſical, as the Fellows that uſed 
formerly t(] carry theirs . at their 
Backs. His] ordinary diſcourſe is - 
of his Travels under Ground, in 
which he Ifas gone farther (if he 
may. be heliey'd) than a whole 
Warren of Fonies. Here he began 
his ColleCtion of Furniture for his 
Philoſophical Zoy Shop, which he 
will conclade with his Fortune, 
and then Ike all Fleſh revert to the 
place from Fhence he came, and be 
tran{jated gnly from on2 Shop to 
another. $ 
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This, Madam, is another ſort of 
Impertience our Sex are not liable 
19; one wou'd think that none but 
Mad Men, or highly FHypcchondria- 
cal, cou'd employ themſelves at this 
rate. I appeal to you, or indeed 
to any Man of Senſe, whether acts 
like the wiſer Animal; the man that 
with. great care, and pains diſtin- | 
guiſhes and divides the many Vari- 
ctiecs of Graſs, and finds no other 
Fruit of his labour,than the charging 
_ of his Memory with abundance of 
' ſuperfluous Names ; or the Aſs that 
cats all promiſcuouſly, and without 
diſtintion,to ſatisfy his Apperzre and 
ſupport Nature. To what purpoſe 
is it, that theſe Gentlemen ranfack 
all Parts both of Earth and Sea to 
procure theſe 7rifles? It is only 
that they may give their Names to 
ſome yet unchriſten'd Shell or Infect. 
I know that the deſire of knowledge, 
and the diſcovery of things yet un- 
known is the Pretence; Bnt what 
Knowledge is it? -What Diſcoveries. 
do we owe to their Labours? It 1s 
only the Difcovery of ſome few un- 
heeded Varicties of Plants, Shells, 
+ | OL 


. - = I l ——_ __ Ae _ TE TTIeeT ate 6 Cas HON 5 _ =" 
beth W—- es Rt Ar IE EE noo if Gee ne it DEN EL ES as MN CE 5 \ OO $4 <5 
aL X 7 EE OO EG Co IT od SL L153 x LOED Se ant ; IF SAP OED. GT OS 39 ns es. > 
” 1 4 ag? 1 TUES EPIC Fa Cat OT oy ow Ms eg hs 4 FN ST ones PAIOEL GRoShT ob LE PINA Re S772. iy £ Ds 

” k 1 I Rr j- WIS p IF So OS COETY + Dan OLE SKEET FUL TIA igs h REN Wnt Sdn cs FA D od i 2 OS 
0 : ; ; by : SEE F Sy CODER 007 1100 OREN LOEEa DES 
: ba ; _ : TL *' i fi Es ne 

: i : . "$825, » 
[| - pM at Ye ED 

LE 
£ ! 
7 % 

; s l 


' 103 _ 

_ or Inſets, wiheeded only TE I 
uſeleſs; and the Knowledge, they 
boaſt ſo much of, is no more than 
a Regiſter gf their Names, and 
Marks of Diſtintion only. Tt is 
enough for; them to know that a 
Silk Worm is a ſort of Caterpiller, 
' that when $' is come to maturity 
Weaves a Heb, is metamorphos'd 
to a Moth-Fiye, lays Eggs, and fo 
Dies. The'f leave all further cn- 
quiryi to the Unkarned and Me- 
chanicks , "whoſe buſineſs only 
they think'iſe ro proſecute matrers 
of Gain ang Profit. ' Let him con- 
trive, if he'ican, to make this S7/kt 
ſerviceable;t Mankind ; their Spe- 
c:laticns hajyee another Scope, which 
is the fourfling ſome wild, uncer- 
tain, conjeFtural Hypotheſes, which 
may be true/ or falſe; yet Mankind 
neither Gainers nor Loſers either 
waya littl;jin point of Wiſdom or 

7enienze. Theſe Men are juſt 
© Ea a Rattle Snake, and 
carry in their Z7eads, what he does 
in his Zail;]and more Laughter ra- 
ther than (Regard. What improve- 
ments of Ly, 1 byſick, or any uſeful Arts, 
H 4 what 
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what Tnoble Remedies, what ſer- 
viceable Inſtruments | have theſe 
Muſhrome, and Cockle jbell Hunters 
oblig'd the World with ? Forl am 
xeady to recant if they can ſhew ſo 


good a Med'cine as Stew'd Prunes, 


or ſo neceſſary an Inſtrument as a 
Flye Flap of their own Invention and 
Diſcovery. Yet theſe are the Men 
of exalted Underſtandings, the Men 
of elevated Capgcicies, and ſublime 
Speculations, that Digniſie and Di- 
ſlinguiſh themſclves from the reſt of 
the World by Specious Names, and 
Pompous Titles, and continue not- 
withftanding as very Repriles in 
Senſe, as thoſe they conv erſe ſo 
much with. 


I wou'd not have any Body mi- 
ſtake me ſo far, asto think I wou'd 
inthe leaſt reflect upon. any ſincere, 
and intelligent Enquirer into Nature, 


of which I as heartily wiſh a better 


knowledge, as any Yertuo/o of 'em 
all. You can be my Witneſs, Madam, 
that I yvs'd to fay, I thought Mr. 
Boyle more honourable for his learn- 
ed Labours, than for his Neble 
Duty” 


paid 'em by&] 
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Birth : md} it tar the Royal Soctety, 
by their gre{] t and cclebrated Per- 
formances, ware an Illuſtrious Argu- 
ment of the jWifſdom of the Awug/t 
Prince, t chein F ounder of happy Me- 
mory ; and that they highly meri- 
ted the Ejtegn, Reſpect and /Tonour 
Tit Lovers of Learning 
all Europe gyer. But rho! I have 
a very great Veneration for the 
Society in gericral, [ can't bur put a 
vaſt diftcrenge berween the particu- 
lar Memberf'that compoſe it. We:c 


Fore 


6 »pererogaticy a Dodtrine 1n Fa- 


ſhion, 'tis,/robabic ſome of '*cm 
might berth of their Fellows 


merit enoug to juſlifie their Arro- 


gance, but {alas they are come an 
Age too latg| for rhat trick; They 


are fallen it:to a Faithleſs, Increds- 


lous Generjtion of Men that will 
give. crediy| no farther than the 
viſible Stock will extend And tho' 
A Vertuoſog/ſhould ſwell a Title- 
Page even |fill it burſt with large 
Stops {hd ſonorous Titles, the 

World is ſo ||Il natur'd as nc to think 
a whit th Better of a Book for it. 
*T1s an ill Hme to trade with tm- 


þ; | pPLICIEC 


plicite Faith, when ſo many have 
ſo.larcly been broken by an over- 
{ſtock of that Commodity ; no ſooner. 
now a days can a- Man write, or 
| ſteal an Hypotheſis, and promiſe 
Demonſtration for it hereafter in 
this or the next' World; but our 
comes ſome malicious . Anſwer or 
other, with Reaſons in hand againſt 
it, overthrows the credit of it, and 
puts the poor Author into Fits. 
For though a great Philoſopher thar 
has written a Book of three Shillings 
may rcaſonably inſult, |and delpile 
a fix penny Anſwer, yet the Indig-! 
vity of ſo low pric'd a Refutation 
wou'd make a Szoick fret, and Frisk 
like a Cow with a Breeze in her 
Tai), or a Man bitten by a Taran- 
t:k;, Men meaſure themſelves by 
their Yanity, and are greater or leſs 
in their own Opinions, according to 
the proportion they haye of it; if 
they be well ſtock 'd with it, it may 
be ealie to confute, but impoflible 
to convince *em. + He therefore that 
wou'd ſet up for a great Man,ought 
fi:{t to be plentifully provided of 
ir, and then a Score of Cock/c Shells, 
| a 
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a dozen. of ; Zodmandods, or any 
Triffle elſe is a/{ufficient Foundation 
| to build a Rfpuration upon. Bur 
L if a Man ſhalk abdicate his lawful. 
Calling in pre affection to theſe *' 
things, and hg$ for ſome years ſpent 
all the Timg;and Money he was 
Maſter of irf'] proſecution of this 
Paſſion, and jhall after all hear his. 
Caterpillars afronted, and his But- 
ter-flies irrev3rently tpoken of, it 
muſt be mor3 provoking to him, 
than 'tis toA Lion to be pull'd 
by the Beary. And if, when ro 
crown all his*Labours, he has dit- 
. cover d a Wiiter fo near a kin to 
the famous oe; that cou'd be kepr 
in nothing bug the hoof of an As, 
that ir was never found but in the 
Scull of the 'ame Animal; a Water 
that makes ro more of melting a 
World, than; Dutchman does of a 
_ Ferkin of Batter ; and when he has 
-written'a Bk of Diſcoverics, and 
Wonders thereupon, if ( I ſay )the 
Impertinent {$criblers of the Ape, 
will ſtill be'demanding Proofs and 
writing A»ſugrs, he has reaion: to 


throw downfhis Per in a rage, and 
h "x0 , P-onounce 
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pronounce the world, that cou'd 
_ give: him ſuch an interruprion, un- 
worthy to bs bleſt with his future 
Jabours, and breath cternal Defiance 
to it, as irreconcilable, as the quar- 
rel 'of the Sons of Oedzprs.. To 
which prudent Reſolution, let us 
leave him till he can recover his 


. Temper. 


Theſe Inſtances, Madam, will 
61 hope) ſufhce to ſhew that Men 
are themſelves altogether as impers . 
tinent, as they maliciouſly miſre- 

relect us. It 13 not for' want of 
pleaty of others thar I content. my 
{elf with theſe ;, bur I am not will- 
ing to trouble you with any of an 
inferiour Character. Theſe are all 
impertinents of Mark and Note, and 
| have ſeverally the good fortune to 
find crowds of Fools of their own 
Sex to applaud and admire them. 
{mpertinence is a failing, that has 
its Reot 1n Nature; but 1s not worth 
Laughing at, till it has receiv'd the 
finiihing ſtrokes of Art. A Man 
through natural defets may do 
abundance of incoherent, foolith 
|; - Actions, 
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Actions ; yet deſerve - Compaſſion 
and Advice /'ather than Deriftor. 
Bur to ſee Mfh ſpending their For- 
runes, as welk as Lives, in a courſe 
of Regular Folly, and with an in- 
duſtrious, as well as expenſive [- 
dleneſs runrging . through tedious 
Syſtems of 1 imgercinence, wou'd have 
ſplit the ſidef} of Heraclitns, had it 
been his fortune to have bcen a 
Spectator. 'Tis very eaſie to de- 
 cide which uf Foo Impertinents is 
the moſt ſigal ; the Vertuoſo is ma- 
nifeſtly witkJur a Competitour. For 
our Follies Fe not to be meaſur'd 
by the degrgc of /enorance, that ap-, 
pears in *erq, but by the Study, 
Labour and; Expence they coſt us 
to finiſh) and/compleat ' em, So that 
the more Ycgularity and Artifice 
there appeat$ in any of our Extra- 
vagancies, he greater is the folly 
of 'em.. Ujon this Score it is, that 
the laſt mejxtion'd deſervedly claim 
the prefere 1 Ace to all others ; the 

have improy 'd fo well their Aimatt: 
ments into; an Art, that the Credu- 
bns and Wy are induc'd to be- 


wore 


licye thersg! is ſome ſecret Vertue, 
{ome 


'T 110 = 

ſome hidden Myſtery in thoſe dar- 
ling toys of theirs ; when all their . 
| Bultling amounts to no more than a | 
learned mpertinence, ( for" fo they 
abuſe the Term ), and all they reach 
Men is, but a {pecious expenſive 
merhod. of rhtowing away both 
Time and Money. 


\ T intend not/in what remains to 
trouble you with any more ſuch in- 
{tances ; becauſe I am 1Tenlible theſe 
have alrcady ſwell'd this Lerzer to 
a Volumn, which was not at firſt my 
intent. I ſhall therefore diſpatch 
the remaining part of the chargein | 
as few Words as pollible. | Amongſt 
D:ſ-mle- the reſt Diſſimulation is none of the 
101 ecome leaſt Blemiſkes, which they endea- 
1. 
__ your to fix upon us. 'This Quali- 
ty, though ir can't upon any oc- 
calion deſerve the | name of a 
Fertue, yet accordinz to the 
prſeat Conſticution| of the World, 
is many times abſolutely necellary, 
and! is a wain ingredient in the 
Compoſition of Human Prudence. 
It 1s 1ndc -” oftentimes criminal; 


bur it is only accidcatally fo, as In- 
duſftry 


duſtry, Wir, and moſt other good 
Qualities may; be; according, to the 
Ends and-Pufpoſes to which they 
are miſempley'd. . Diſſimulation is 
nothing bur the hiding or diſpuiſing 
our ſecret thoughts, or Inclinations 
under anothir appearance. I ſhall 
not endeavoyr to abſolve our Scx 
wholly from gll uſe of this Quality,or 
Art ( call itgyhich you pleaſe ) be- 
cauſe I chick it may upon many 

oclicaons bg uicd. with Innocence 
enough, and upon ſome can't with- 
our great Ipprudence be omirred.. 
The Worlds too full of Cra/r, Ali- 
lice, and Yiwence, for abſolute Sin:- 
plicity to Yive in it. It behoves 
thereſore out Sex as well as the 0- 
ther to live] with ſo much Caution, 
andCircumfpection in regard to their 
own Security, that their Thoughts 
and Inclingtions may not be ſeen 
ſo naked, xs to expoſe '*em to the 
SHAYres, Cefn and practices of - 
. Crafty Kates, who wou'd make a 
property qz]'em ; or lay 'em open to 
the wickeg| Efforts, nd miſchievous 
Impreſſionj] of Fury, or Malice, 


whoſe pleaſure ſprings from the hurt 
fl of 
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of others. Nothing gives our Ad- 
verſarics ſo great an advantage. over 
us, as the knowledge of our Opin- 
ions, and Aﬀections, with ſome- 
thing agreable tro which they will 
be ſure to bate all their Traps and 
Devices. For this reaſon it is that 
1t, has been Proverbially faid of 
Ole, that, Fe that knows not how to 
. diſfenible, knows not how to lite, 
The Experience of all Ages ſince 
has confirm'd this Odbſeryation, 
and |ours. no leſs than any of the 
Preceding. This premis'd, I ſups 
6fec no Wiſe Man will blame our 
_ Sex for the ule of anArr ſo necellary, 
to preſerve 'em . from becoming a 
Prey to cvery deſigning Man, an 
Art of which himſelf muſt make 
great uſe to deſerve that Title. Yet 
1 am afraid, that upon enquiry our 
Sex will not be found to have 1ſo 


much of it as is requiſite, at leaſt ' 


nor generally ; Our ſedentary Life, 
and the narrow Limits to which our 
Acquaintance, and Buſineſs are 
Circumlcrib'd, afford us fo little Va- 
riety, ſo regular a Face cf things, 
that we want the mcans of obtain” 
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ing the Maſter of ſo uſeful an ti; 
which no queſt;on bur we ſhou'd as 
ſoon acquire a5 Men, had we bur 
equal Opport#nities. Hence ir is 
that Women ars more apt to ſhow 
cheir Reſentment upon all Provocatis 
ons than Men ; and are thought na- 
turally more ifeeviſh and Captions, 
by thoſe that apprehend not the true 
rcaſon; Whereis Mer are alrogether 
as Stomaid ful, and take Offence as 
ſoon, but they cover and ſuppreſs 
their Indignatthn better, not with 
a delign to forget any Injury re- 
cciv'd, but to fvreak their Reverge 
more covertly 4nd eftetually. This 
is another advantage Men derive 
from liberty « }f Converſation and 
promiſcuous bfineſs, wherein the 
Variety of Corxingencies they have 
to provide aglunſt, and the Diver- 
firy of Tempkrs they deal with, 
force 'em to tatn and wind them« 
ſelves into al Shapes, and accom- 
modate themſewes to all Humours. 
There is indeed] yet a higher ſort of 


D! {1 mulati 0h, vhich 15 always C'ra- Diode 


inal, that is when Men not only 


+4 


ciovd thetr rea} Sentiments and In- © 
mz © |  tentions 
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rentions, but make Profeſſion ' of 
and ſeem zealouſly to affe& the con- 
'rrary ; this by a more proper and 
reſtrain'd Name is call'd Deceipt, 
and is always us'd in an ill Senſe 
: This Art is moſt pradtic'd in Courts 
' where Policie, and Ambition reign ; 
there You may ſee Enemies hug gBIng 

and careſling. one another wit 
outward Expreſſions of T7, beg 
and Friendſhip imaginabe , While | 
they are ſecretly contriving cache 
others ruine. There you may ſee 
| Men cringing to thoſe; they wou'd 
 Spurn if they durlt, and Flattering 
thoſe they delpiſe and rail at behind 
dice Backs, 'The Court is a place 
where we come -very: rarely orher- 
wiſe than as Spectators, not as At- 
ours; as Ornaments, not as Inſtru- 
ments; and therefore are ſeldoni 
involy 'd in the guilty Practices of 
ir. Nor is it the Court: only, but 
all Places are infected with this Vice; 
where- there is any Encouragement 
of Profit or Pleaſure tro be hopd 
from ſucceſsful Treachery, of which 
no Plac- is ſo barren as nor'to afford 
'ome. Fhis edt ke ad is fo far from 
being 
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beirig the Viceipf our Sex, that they 
are the comman Object cn which is 
is daily practi&d : Nothing is more 
frequently metawith than falſe Love 
in Men, which is now grown ſo 
familiar, that # Company of Six of 
borh Sexcs ca ſcarce meer, but a 
Sham Paſſion *commences immedi- 


ately, is al all mag and ſworn 


'to be real witly| all imaginable Vio- 
lence. It - theſe falle Arts, mock 
_ ſighing, and Dying prevail upon 
any fooliſh, caſie, credulous Woman; 
the Sham Lover is blown .up with 
the Succeſs, he is big and in La- 
bour till he bedeliver'd of the Secret, 
which with 'prcat. ſatisfaction he 
proclaims in\lall Places where he 
comes : 'tis his higheſt Exploit of 


Falſe Love 
commonly 


pradtic'd. 


ai 4 


Gallantry, Which he will by no. 


_ Y 1 | 
' means loſe the credit of. Thus he 


_ thinks her rujne a ſtep to Reputa- 


tion, and fouh 


ds his own Honour - 


.upon her Infamy. This Madam is. 


the baleſt of rms For they 
are not ſatisfed wirh . the Suc- 


ceſs of their, falſe Promiſes, and 
Oaths, but they inſult over the weak- 
neſs of a roo fond Woman, and 7rt- 

I 12 © wmph 


F116; | 
4mph in her Diſhonour. I am ſorty 
'there are any Women fo fooliſh and 
forward, as to give hopes and en- 
couragement to ſuch ungenerous 
Fellows ; yet we may be aflur'd, 
that they are not a quarter fo many 
as thoſe vain Boaſters wou'd make 
'm. Much more be ſaid on this 
head, but thar I think it high time 
to paſs on to the next, which is 
Enviouſneſs, fo foul a Blot to a fair 
_ Cliaracter, that no Merit can waſh 
' it out, or atone flifficiently for 
11 I, 


Envy is the Parent of Calamny, 

* and the Daughter of Jea/oufke, Men 
ſeldom envy others, till they fear 
being out ftrip'd by 'em in Fortune 
or Reputation. It is the moſt 
criminal, becauſe the molt injurious 
to Vertue, and worth of all our 
natural Failings, againſt which it's 
Malice is generally bent. This 

vice and Jea/ouſie ſeem to be more 
particularly hated of Providence than 

any other; For they carry their 

- Puniſhment inſeparably along with 

'*m, The Envyious and the Jealous . 

need 
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Envioujneſs 
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need no other | Tormentours than 
their own Thoughts. The Envious 
Man ruines his þwn to diſturb ano- 
thers Tranquilkty, and facrifices 
- his own Happineſs and Repoſe to a 
perverſe Deſire} of troubling his 
Neighbours. He feeds like” 7oads 
upon the Venome of the Earth,and 
ſucks in Scandal greedily, that he 
may at Pleaſure diſgorge it to the 
grcater annoyance of other Men. 
His mind has the Yapours, a Sweet 
Reporrt of any } one throws it into 
Conyultions, apd Agonies, and a 
foul one is the ;Releif and Refreſh-_ 
; ment of it. Af wholeſome Air free 
from the Bla of Detraftion and 
Slmder is as ceftainly pernicious to 
him, as Jrelaud to Frogs and Toads. 
This Vice is generally difclaim'd by 
both Sexes, .ypt generally practic'd 
by both. Mich love as little to have 
their Reputatian as their Chimneys 
over-topt by their Neighbours ; For 
they think by that means their names 
become dark,agrheirHouſes do ſmoa- 


4 


> 


ky by the othe;,: Yet. thro' a lazy 
Maligniry hadirather pull che other's 
down to their Level, than build 

nE3 rheir 
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_ their own up higher. This Humony 
revails indeed, yet not in equal 
Leaſe in both Sexes. For as we 
have confeſſedly leſs Ambition, fo 
 . have we apparently leſs of this Poi- 
ſon which uſually attends it, and 
ariſes from a ſelf Intereſted Princi- 
ple, which makes 'em endeayour by 
baſe ſiniſter means to level thar 
Merit which they think ſtands in 
\ ' their way to Preferment, and which 
. they deſpair of being able to'ſur- 
mount by honourable attempts. Fer 
' har nced any one uſe baſe Sleights 
'to ſtop the Man, whom by fair 
. _ | Speed he thought he cou'd oyertake. 
| No ſoorec is any Man rais'd to any 
Eminence in the World, but half. 
' the Sex art leaſt join. in Confederacy 
. fo raiſe a Battery of Scandal againſt 
him, ro bring him down again. 
Honour is the Pillory of great 
\ . Deſert, Whither a Man is no ſooner 
rais'd, but the vile Raſcally inferi- 
our Croud gather immediately toge- 
ther, to throw Dirt at him,and make 
that which was intended as a Grace, 
and Reward, but a more honourabic 
Puniſhment. Our Sex ſeldom ar- 
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rive to this Pitch of Envy, our 
Ambition is more bounded, and our 
Deſires ſooner ſatisfied, Hence it is 
that we are leſs troub['d at the Prof- 
perity of others ; for not giving our 
{>lves the Liberty ofaiming at things 
far out of our} Power, they are the 
ſooner compal$'d, and we the ſooner 
at Eaſe. Hey that thinks himſelf 
Happy, 1s capable of. Envying 
another's Felifiry, ſince he ſees him 
Doſſeſs'd of nothing which either he 
bas not or deſpiſes not. Yet it muſt 
be confeſs'd that the leſſer Piques, 
and Grudgings are daily ro be mer 
with among bs, but no leſs among 
Men. What is it that ſpawns daily | 
ſuch Fryes of Satyriſfts without Wir, 
and Cy1ricks without Judgment, bur 
this humoux of carping, and nib» 
bling at the Reputation of others? 
But they afe generally abundantly 
furniſhr with Impudence, a good 
Quality thar commonly ſupplies 
largely the want of all other. 


A Critick of this ſort is one that 
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for want of 0/7t ſers up for Fudg- Giri 


ment; yer he has ſo much Ambition 
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ro be thought a 73, that he lets 
his Spleen prevail againſt Nature, and 
runs Pcet. In this Capacity he 
3s as juſt to the World as in the 0- 
ther Injurious. For as the Critzch 
wrong'd ev'ry Body in his Cenſure, 
and ſnarl'd, and grin'd at their 
Writings, the Poez. gives 'em Oppor- 
tunity to do themlelves Juſtice, to 


 rerurn the Compliment and laugh ar 
or deſpiſe his. He wants nothing 


bur Wit to fit him for a Saryri/t, yet 
he has Ga/and Yarity enough ro dil- 
pence with that Want, and write 


without it. His works are Lilells 


upon others, but Satyrs uppn himſelf, 
and whilethey Bark at Men of 77, 
call him Fool! that Writ 'em.. He 
takes his Malice for a Muſe, and 
thinks himſelf inſpir'd when he is 
only Peſfſeſs 4, and blown up with 
a Flatus of Ervy and Yanity. His 
grcat helps to Poetry are Cram#o,and 
Arithmetick, by which he aſpires to 
Chime, and Numbers, yet miſtakes 
frequently inthe tale of his Fingers. 
He has a very great: Antipathy to 
mis'own Sy9ecics, and hates to ſce-a 
Fool any where bar in his Glaſs. 
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« For (as ; he 0 ) they Provoke him 
And offend his Eyes : He Follows 'em 7:6. Satyre 
as a Dog perſnes his Prey, and barks ® Cy 


whenere He ſmells em in his way : He 
knows, to ſay 4p mor ophon Wit is ſcarce, 
to gingle out g Rhime, or tag aVerſe: 

Or Cobble wrotched Proſe to numerous 
Lines : There if he has a Genius there 
it ſhines. His Fund of Criticiſm is 


a Set of Texms.of Art pickt out of 


the French: Criticks, or their Tran- 


flators; and; his Poerical ſtock is a 


Common. PE ce of certain Forms and 
Manuers of Expreſſion. He writes. 
betrer in 7 trje than Proſe; For in. 
that there. 8 Rhime, in chis ncither_ 
Rhime nor | Si Hetalks much of 
the Naivere!of his Thoughts, which 
appears ſufffciently ; inthe Dullneſs of 


*em; yer nothing but the Phlegma- 


tick, Spiritleſs Air is his own. He 
rails ac Mir. O/tham for want of 


Breeding apd good Manners with- 
out a grain of either, and ſtcals his 
own Wit. to beſpatter him with, 
bur like. 3n ill Chymift, he ſors 
the Spiritl flic of in the drawing 


6] 


over, and; 
He CCirllk 


ctains only the Phleam: 
cs Nr. Conley for too 
much 
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much I'it, and corredts him. wich 
none. Thedifterence between Mr. 
Cowley and him 1s this; the One 
has too much Wit, and too fine for 
the Standard; the other not enough 
to. blanch his baſe Metal, or cover 
the Braſs of his Counterfeits. To 
compleart himſelf in the Formalitics 
of. Parnaſſus, he. falls in love and 
cells the World, it is oblig'd to his 
 Paſiion for his Poetry; bur if his 
Miſtreſs prove. no more indulgent 
than his Muſe, his Amour is like to: 
conclude but unluckily. For if his 
Loye be no warmer than his Lines, 
his. Corinna ' may play with his 
Elame without danger of Burning. 
'He pretends to have written only 
his ſincereſt Thoughts; I don't 
know how well hisMiſtrefſs may take 
that, from .the Lover, but 1 dare 
{wcar the World did not expect it 
from the Poet. He is happieſt at 
the Picture of a Rhiming Fool, for he 
need only to look in his Glaſs, and 
he may Copy a Country W:# from 
the Ciry Original. If this Rhiming 
Humour laſts, there's a good Smga! - 
Jobber ſpoil'd for an ill Peer; yetfor his 
comfort, Time, Improyement,and ty 9 
| : 7 Or 
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or three Bogks more may raiſe him 
ro Rival Z + S— and ſing London's 
Triumphs, to the Envy of 7em Jor- 
dan of happy Memory. | | 
You may wonder, Madam, why 
I ſhou'd give you the trouble of this 


Character, jafter '] had given you 
my word tp trouble you with no 
more of this Nature. I muſt confeſs, : 
I am ſorry that fo fooliſh an Occaſi- 
on cou'd a me forget my ſelf; bur 
a Book newly publith'd happening 
Juſt at this} Juncure unluckily to fall 
into my Hands, -I cou'd not'withour 
Indignation ſee the Scurrility and 
Intolence, | with which Mr. 0/dham, 
and Mr. Cowley arc treated ; and 
cou'd not! but reſent a little the 
Wrongs done to the : Memory of + 
Men whom the reſt of the World 
with Juſtice admire; and cou'd not 
help takihg Notice upon ſo fair an 


 Opporruyity; that they are nor, 


tho' o_ ro. be ſo rudely plaid 


with, and made the May-Game of 


ery Spfenetick Boy, There are 


{ome yet living, whoſz Wit and 
Performances deſerve a more reſpect- 
ful rreatment, than they have met 
with from him. Bur they are able 

| z | | to 
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to revenge their own Quarrel, if | 
they: think he deſerves the! honour | 
to be Scourg d by 'em. Nothing but 
Envy and a Vain Conceit of himlelf 
cou!d move him to attack the Re-'/ 


puration of Men, whoſe Verſe will ' 


alwayes command Admiration , 
while his own raiſe nothing bur 


Scorn and Indignation. | If his Book- 
{eller were but bleſt with half a do- 


zen ſuch Authors; he wou'd ina 


ſhort time infallibly be Stationer 


general to all the Grocers and 7obac.' 


comp/ts in the Town. 


After this Dineion Madam, let 
us. return to our Subject. We ſtand 


yet charg'd with Lerity, and [ncone 
ſtancy , [two Failings ſo nearly re- 


lated and ſo generally United, that 
ic his hard tortreat of'emapart ; we 


' will therefore conſider 'em briefly to- 


gether. Levity is an unfteddy Humor 
that makes men like and diſlike, ſeek 
and reject frequently the ſame things 
upon {lender or no Reaſons. This 1s 
the Humour of the Infancy of both 
Sexcs, and procceds from the ſtrength 
of tlcir Ap PPCLItes, and the weak- 
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neſs of . their Judgments. Ar theſe 
render Years: every thing we ice 
moves our Curioſities, and becaule 
we think little beyond our Appe- 
tites, deſire} impatiently whatever 
pleaſes. Thijs wears of in Propor- 
tion to the {growth of our Judg- 
ments, when we begin to conſider 
the Fatigue, {Hazard, Difrepurtation, 
and other Inconveniences that at- 
tend . unreaſbnable, or inordinate_ 
Deſires. Herein our Sex have a 
manifeſt Adyantage over the other ; 
For it is confe(s'd on all hands that 
our Judgments ripen ſooner than 
theirs, whetce of courte it Follows, 
that this Folly prevails not fo long 
upon! us, ay them. "Tis yer true, 
that eyen the moſt experienc'd and 
wiſeſt of Us have no ſmall mixture 
of it, which appears in the greateſt 
Part 'of our} Actions. Burt ir 1s cer- 
_ tain likewjſe, ,thart Men have a 
greater . proportion of it than we. 
From this jr is that Novelty deris 
ves all its Charms, and that Men 
perſue with ſo much Eagerneſs and 
Impatience# what they ſo ſoon fhghrt = 
xt obrain I appeal to the Expe-_ 
; rience 
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tience of all mankind, if they. do - 
not generally frame to themſelves 
much greater Idea's of any thing 
| [they deſire, and are unacquainted 
with,than they find real, when they 
become Familiar to 'em ; and if they 
did not imagine greater Pleaſures; 
while they were in perſuit, than 
they met with after they were in 

Poſlcfſion' of their Wiſhes. The 
Imagery of Fazcy is, like fome Pain- 
tings, raviſhing, and ſurpriziag at a 
due diſtance, bur approach 'em near, 
| and all the Charms and Beauty va- 
\ niſh, and they appear rough and 
unpleaſant. . Hence it is that Men 
'gro'v unecaſie, and their deſires pall 
ſv foon upon the full enjoyment of 
rheir Withes; they ſee then the 
imperfections as well Beauties of 
what they coveted, which glitter'd 
ſo far of, and like the Moon +4 
pear'd all Luſtre and Smoothnels, 
but when” arriv'd at, all dark and 
-un2ven. Theſe Fallacies Men are 
more ſubmitted to than we, by 
thoſe very Priviledges which give 
*em in ſome things rhe advantage 
over us. The variety of nl 
an 


[ 127 I 
ind Society they run through,” the 


large acquaintance they contract, 
give em} encouragement to alpire 


to, and hopes to obtain many dif- 
ficult things, which our Sex ſel- 
dom lift their Thoughts' up to. I 
know this aſpiring Humour of theirs 
is generally call'd Ambition, and I 
allow the Term to be proper ; but 
their Ambition works upon their 
hich only can make them 
ain Eaſe, Peace and Se- 
curity, for uncertain Pomp and 
Splendoyr ; and forſake a Conditi- 
on they know to be good, for one 
they know no more | of, than that 
it Shines, and that it Glitters, and 
and fo part with the true Jewel for 
the falſe one. Theſe are the ſeri- 
and applauded Follies of 
ind, and ſhew the Weakneſs 

of thoſe we call the 
preateſt; and wiſeſt Men, that ſa- 
crifice |the Eaſe and Pleaſure of 
their lifes to Pcpular Preath, and 


founding Titles, which is like bar- 
tring a ſmall Diamond for a large 
Glais Bubble. 
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Tnconſtancy is ſo like Levity that 
little more needs to be ſaid of it, 
only that it is commonly reflrain'd_ 
to the change of Aﬀections in-regard 
to Perſons, and fo is cheifly con- 
cern'd in Love and Freindſhip. Ir 
is founded upon Levity, thro' which 
we firſt make an injudicious Choice, 
and| are afterwards. as unrea- 
ſonably diſguſted . with it. This 
happens oftner in Loze,rhan Friends 
ſ+ip ; becauſe the Impreſſions of Love 
are more ſuddcnly receiv'd, and the 
Eflects of it more violent, than thoſe 
of Friendſhip; and the Deſires, which 
are commonly kindled by one ſingle 
Perfection, fuch as Beauty or V zt, 
tot being ſuddenly anſwered, are 
in Proceſs of time extinguith'd, or 
abated by obſervation of ſome dif 
ouſtful Impertection or other in the 
Perſon beloy'd. This 1s indeed the 


foe, why true Reaſon, why Love, which is 
}2 jon:co/4. generally ſo hot at firlt, cools com- 
"| . monly fo ſuddenly; becauſe being 


genaially the Itſhe of Fancy, nor 
Judgment, it 1s grounded upon an 
over great Opinion of thoſe PerſeCt- 
tons, which firſt firike us, and 

wlich 
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which fall in our Efteem upon more 
mature Examination. From whence 
it is likewiſe that Men are leſs con- 
ſtant in their. AﬀeQions, than we ; 
for Beauty only being generally the 
Obje& of their Paſſion, the Effect 
muſt neceſſarily be as fadeing as the 
Cauſe ; thejr Love therefore being 
only the reſult of wonder and Sur- 
prize, 1s abated by Familiarity, and 
decays, as they wear of, by Degrces: 
Beſide, that, a Love ſo Footed 13 
liable to be|raviſh'd by any Super! [= 
our Beauty; or if not ſo, yt the 


Novelty of the Former once wort 


of, the New Comer has the aſliſt- 
ance of. Fancy the Slave of Novelty 
to gain the Superiority. This 1s 
the'Cauſe why ſo few real and laſt- 
ing Paſſions are found amongſt Men: 
For Charms depending upon, and 
owing theix Power to Fancy; can 
maintain no Conqueſts any longer; 
than that is on their ſide, which is 
as inconſtant as the Wind. In this 
alſo we are leſs faulty, than they : 
For, not uſually fixing our Afﬀte- 
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ction on ſo mutable a Thing as rhe . 


Betty of a FE ice, Which Þþ thouſand 
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accidents may deſtroy, but on //;z, 
Good Elumour, and other Graces of 
the. Mind, as well as of the Body; 
our Love is more durable, and con- 
ſtant in proportion to the longer 
continuance of thoſe Qualities in 
the Objeq. Neither indeed have 
we the mcans, or temptation to be 
Fickle and inconſtant ſo ready as 
Men have; For Modeſty, and the 
Rules of Decency obſerv'd among 
' Us, not permitting to us the Liberty 
of declaring our lentiments to thoſe 
we love, as Men may, we dare 
not |indulge a wanton Fancy, or 
rambling Inclination, which muſt 
be ſtifled in our own Breaſts, and 
cou'd only give us a hopelcls Ari- 
Xiety, unleſs we were able to inſpire 
the fame Patlion for us in them; 
which it were vain to expect, without 
breaking thro'all reſtraint of Mode- 
/ty and Decorum at the price of our 
Fame and Reputation, which I hope 
few are fo daring as to venture. 
Beſides this our Temp.rs are by 
Nature calm, fedace, and tender, 
not apt to be rutfi'd, and diſturb'd 
| by Paſlionls, and too {carſul ro enter- 
| | P:1Z6 
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prize any | thing in fatisfation cf 
'm; theirs on the contrary, . bold, 


active, and uneven, eaſily ſulceptible 


of all manner of Deſires, and readi- 
ly executing any Deſtgns to gratitie 
'em. Thus are we debarr'd the 
liberty of | chuſing for our ſelves, 
and confin' Rl to pleaſe our ſfelyes out 


of the number thar like and addrets 


to us, of which if we fix our Af- 
fections upon any one, we are 
generally 5 and unmoveable, as 
having . nexther the Inclination to, 
nor opporthnity of Inconſtancy, that 
the Men have. I don't deny but 
that there may be ſome among us 
guilty of this Fault, but they are 


vaſtly ſhory of the Number of Men 


inv olv'd inithe like Guilt, amongſt 
whom it 1s nov grown 1o faſhionable, 
that is become no Scandal; bur is 
daily juſtified, and the Treachery 
boaſted of as high Gallantry. The 
Crimes rhefc fore of ſome few W:- 
1e# Ous ohr,} iro be no reproach to the 
Sex in >cheral, Of Infidelity in 
Friendſhip | ſhall fay lirtle, becauſe 


I think rhexe are fo few Inſtances of 


any thing} that deſerve the Name, 
RK 2 that 
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that ſcarce any Age has beent ſo 
fruirful as to prodace two Pair of real 

and true Friends. I 09; th that rhe 
rreindſkip. Name 1s commonly given to ſuch as 
are linkt by any Ties of Conſan- 
gvinity, Afﬀinity, Intereſt, mutual 
Obligations, Acquainrance, and the 

like : Bur theſe are ſuch Friendſhips 

( if they. may be call'd ſo ) as are 
always contracted ' with a tacit 
Reſerve to Intereſt on both ſides, 

and ſeldom laſt longer -than the 
Proſperity of either Party, and du- 

' Ting that are frequently renounc'd 

upon flight Diſobligations, or lan- 

guiſh and dic of themſelves. Yet 

if I may pretume to give my Opinion 

in a Caſe, whcre matter of Fac. 

docs not appear, I think we ſhou'd 

be the more Faithful even in this 

roo : For as we are leſs concern'd in 

the Afﬀairs of the World, ſo we have 

leſs Temptation from Intereſt to be 

falle to our Friends. Neither are 

the +: we fo likely to be falſe thro' Fear; 
12. 17 becauſe our Sex are feldom engag'd 
11 matters of any Danger. bor. 
thee Reaions tt 18, our Sex are gene- 
rail, murc hcarty and fincere in the 
ordinary 
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ordinary Friendſhips they make 
than Men, among whom they are 
uſually clogg'd with ſo many Con- 
ſiderations bf Intereſt, and Puncti- 
lio's of Honour ; to which laſt per- 
haps are oWing the greateſt part cf 
thoſe hongurable Actions, which 
are miſtakeply imputed to Friend- 
ſhip. For fomerhing done to falve 
Honour, cqmmonly puts a Period 
co all Friendſhip, with unfortunate 
Perſons; whom Men think they may 
afterward grow cold to without Re- 
proach, !' ES 


Theſe are the moſt conſiderable 
_ Imperfections, or ar leaſt thocc, 
which withy moſt Colour of Reaſon 
are charg'djupon us, as general De- 
fects; and] hope, Madam, I have 
fairly ſhown, that the other Sex are 
* both by Intereſt and Inclination 
more expog'd, and more Subject to 
'cm, than we. Pride, Luft, Crue! 
ty, and mahy more, arc by the Dc- 


' claimers ao 


—_ us thrown into the 


Sralz to | make weight and bear 
us down, wa with ſuch manife{t. 
Injuſtice, that without giving my 
0 cif 
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far any further IN [ dare appcal 
to any reaſonabie Man, and leave 
him to' decide the Difference, I | 
know there was a 7ullia, a Claudia, 
and a Meſſalina; there was like- 
wile, a Sardanapalus, a Nero, a Cali. 
gu/a; but if the Sexes in general 


| are to be reproach'd with, and mea- 


{ur'd._ by thele ; Human Race 1s 
certainly the vileſt Part of the Cre- 
ation. "Tis very 1ll Logick to ar- 
gue from Particulars ro Gencrals, 
and where the Premiſles are ſingular, 
ro conclude Univerſally : But if 
they will allow us the Liberty they 
take themſelves, and come to num- 
bering the Vicious of both Scxcs, 
rhey will certainly out poll us by 
infinite Numbers. It were therefore 
better Policy ſurely in them, to quit 
a way of arguing, which 1s at once 
ſo falſe, and ſo much to the difad- 
vantage of the Cauſe they contend 
for: and when |they can by ſound 
Arguments make out any Advanta- | 
ves their Sex has over ours, other | 
than what I have already grantcd, 
 amready to be convinc'd, and be- 
cUme Lneir Convert ; and I make 
no 
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no doubt but every ingenuous Man 
will do as much by me. Thus I 
have. endeaypur'd to vindicate our 
Sex, from the unjuſt Imputations 
with which ſþÞme unreaſonable, mali- 
cious Men you'd load us: For I am 
willing to think the greater, or at 
leaſt the bet er Part of their Sex, 
more genergqus than to encourage 
their Scandal. There remains no- 
ching more,/|but to ſhew rhat there 
are ſome neceſſary Qualifications 
ro be acquirid, ſome good Improve- 
menrs to be made by Ingenious 
Gentlemen iy the Company of our 


SCX. a 


Of this "208 arc Complacence, 
Gallantry, Good Flumonr, Invention, _—_ 
and an Art,| which ( tho' frequent- frm w- 
ly ' abus'd. ') is of admirable uſe 7 on 
ro thoſe thar are Maſters of ir, *"” 
the Art of Infinuation, and many 
others. "This true a Man may. be 

an Honeſt ;and Underſtanding Man, 
wichourt any of theſe Qualifications ; 

but he cajj} hardly be a Polite, a 

Well Bred an Agreable, Taking 

Man, withpu: all, or moſt of theſe. 
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Withour | *em | Honeſty, Courage, or 


V1, are like Rough Dzamonds, or 


Gold in the Ore, they have. their 


intrinſick Value, and Worth, be- 


fore, but they are doubtful and ob- 


ſecure, trill they are poliſh'd , refin'd, 


and receive Luſtre, and Eſteem from 


KNEE: 


The Principal of theſe is Cem- 


, 4: \P/acence, a good Quality, withour 


which in a competent Meaſure no 
Man is fi t-d for Society. This is 


\ beſt learnt in our Company, where 


2'] Men aftc&t Gaicty, and endea- 
your to be agreable. Srzare News, 
Peliticks, Relrgion, or private Bus 


{neſs take up the greateſt Part of 


their Converſation, when they are 
among themſelves only. Theſe are 
Subjects that employ their Paſſi- 
ons too much, to leave any room 
for ' Complacence ; they raiſe roo 
much hcar to fufter Men to be ea- 
fic and | pleaſant, and Men are too 
ſcrious when -they talk of 'em, to 
iuppreſs. their natural Temper, 
v. hich are apt to break out upon any 
Cppoliticn. Men arc as apt to de- 
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LT ONS. 
fend their Opinions, as their Pro- 
perty, and/wou'd take it as well to : 
have their Titles to their Eflates que- 
ſtion'd, as their Senſe ; and perhaps 
in that they imitate the Conduct 
of our Sex, and da, like indulgent 
Mothers, that are moſt tender of 
thoſe Children that are weakeſt. 
But a it be, I have obſerv'd, 
when ſuch Arguments have been 


Ig a 2. 
introduc'd} even in our Company, 


and by Men that affect Inditfercnce, 
and abundance of Temper, thar 


very. few have been able to ſhew 


ſo much }Maſtery, bur that ſome- 
thing appgar'd either in their Air, 
or Exprefſion, or in thei Tone of 
their Voiges, which argued a great- 
er Warmth, and Concern, than 
is proper: for the Converſation of 
Gentlemen, or the Company of La-' 
dies. Theſe Uneaſinefles happen 
not ſo often among us, becaule the 
Men look upon us 'to have very 
little Intereſt in the Publick Afﬀairs 
of the Wprid, and therefore troubic 
us very/ſeldom with their grave, 
ſcrious [{ rifles, which they debate 
Wit {omuch carnetincels among one 
E | atocher 
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another. They look upon us 


as Things defign'd and contriv'd on- 
ly/for their Pleature, and therefore 
e us tenderly, as Children do 
heir Favourite Bawbles. . They 
alk gayly, and pleaſantly. to us, 


[they do, or ſay nothing that may 


give as any Diſguſt, or Chagrin, 
rhey put on their checarfulleſt 


' | Looks, and their beſt Humour, 


that they may excite the like in us: 
They. never oppoſe] us but with a 
great deal of Ceremony, or in 
Raillery, not our 'of a Spirir of 
Oppolition, (as they frequently 
do one another ) but to maintain 
a pleatant Argument, or heigthen 


by variety of Opinions an agreable 


Entertainment. Mirth, and Good 
Humour reign generally in our 
Socicty, Good Manners always ; 
For with us Men ſhew in a manner, 
the Reverſe of what they are one 
co another : They let their thoughts 
play at Liberty, and are very care- 
ful of the Expreſſion, that nothing 
harſh, or obſcene eſcape 'em, that 
nay ſhock a tender Mind, or offend 
a modeſt Ear. This| Caution it is, 
= - which 
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- which is the Root of Complacence, 
which is: nothing bur a Deſire ro 
oblige People, by complying with 
their Humours. "Tis true ſome 
Tempers are too Obſtinate, and - 
froward, High to arrive at any great 

Heigth of )this--good Quality, ye: 
there- is nothing fo ſtubborn, bur it. 
may be bent. Afiiduity and. con-- 
ſtant PraGice will contra ſuch 
Habits, as will make any thing 

caſie and familiar, cven to the worlt 
contriv'd /Diſpoſition ; but where 
Nature concurs, Men are foon 
Perfet. This is one great advan- 
tage Menjreap by our Society, nor 
is it to be{deſpis'd by the Wiſelt of 
*em, who! know the uſe. of this 
Cas. 077 and are ſenſible, 
that it is hardly, if ar all, tozbe ac- 
quir'd, bijr by converſing with us. 
For tho' [Men may have Wit and . 
Judgment}, yer the Liberty they 
take of thwarting, and oppoling 
one another makes 'em Eager, and 
Ditpurative, Impatient, Sowre, and 
Merofſe ; till by converſing with us, 
they grow inſenſibly aſham'd of ſuch 
kuftick Freedom. The truth of this 
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Us , 1s Evident from the Obſervation of 
i the Uniter/ttics, and uns of Court, 


TI mean thoſe Students in *em that 
lead a more recluſe and Monaſtick 
Life, and converſe little with our 
Sex. They want neither Wit, nor 
Learning, and frequently ncither 
Generolity, nor Good Nature, yet 
when they come into gay, tho' In- 
genious Company,are cither damp'd 
and {1ient,or unſcaſonablyFrolickſom 
and Free, fo that they appcar either 
; Dull, or Ridiculous. - 


Nor is Complacexce the only thing 


Gallaniry theſe Men want, they want like- 
acquir'd by 


| ' ow Comps. Wiſe the Gallantry of thoſe Men 
Wl {1% that frequent our Company. This 

| | Quality is the heigth and perfection 
i of Civility, without which it is 
I - cither Languiſhing, or Formal, and 


with which it appears always with 
an engaging Air of Kindneſs, and 


% | Good Will. Ir ſets a value upon the 
A moſt inconſiderable Trifles, and 
þ turns eyery Civility into an Obli- 
wh gation. For in ordinary Famili- 
| aritics, and civil Correſpondencies, 
[ | | we regard not ſo much what, as 
L how 


[ - 

[ 141 | 

| how. things jare done, the Manner is 
more lookt upon than the Matter of 
ſuch Courteſies. Almoſt all Men 
that have had a liberal, and good 
Education know, , what is due to 
Good Mangers, and civil Company. 
Bur till they: have been us'd a little 
ro Our Sofiety, 'their Modcſty fits 
like Conſtraint upon 'em, and looks 
like a forc{ Compliance to uncaſie 
Rules, and/Forms of Civility. Con- 
verſing frequently with us makes 
'cm familiar to Men, and when they 
are convine'd, as well ofthe Eaſincts, 
as the Neceſlity of 'em, they are 
ſoon recqncil'd to the Practice. 
This Poigt once gain'd, and they 
become expert in the common, and 
neceſſary Practices. Thoſe thar have 
any natufal Bravery of Mind, will 
never be paar to ſtop there: 
Indiffercnke is too cold and Phleg- 
matick a'thing for 'em, a little For- 
mal Ceremony, and commen Civi- 
litics, fugh as a:e paid to ery cne 
of Counts, will not jatisfie their 
Ambirioy $ Spirits, which wil pur 
'em up. endeayouring for better. 
REECPUM anu oblzig thoſe, 
0 b- ” - whom 
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Differace 
betwixt 
Compla- 
conce and. 
Gollantry. 
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' whom they can't without Reproich 
'ro themlelyes offend. This is the 
Original, and firſt Spring of Gal/au- | 
try, which is an Humour of Oblig- 
ng all Pcople, as well in our Act- 


ions as Words. It differs from 
Complacence, this being more ative, 
that more paſſive; This inclines us 


| to oblige, by doing or ſaying after 


our own Humours ſuch things as 


we think will pleaſe; that by ſub- 


mitting to, and following theirs. 


A Man may be Complacent without 
| Gallantry, but he can't be Gallant 
: without Complicence. For *tis poſ- 
' ſible to pleaſe and be agreable, with- 
' out ſhewing our own Humours to 
' Others ; bur "cis impoſſible with- 


out ſome regard to theirs : yet this 


| Pleaſure will- be but faint and lan- 


ouid, without a Mixture of both. 


i This mixture of Freedom, Obfer- 
' vance, and a defire of pleaſing, 


when rightly tempered, is the true 


 Compolition of Gallantry ; of which, 


who ever is compleat: Maſter, can 
never fail of |being both admir'd, an4 | 
be'oy d. This Accompliſhment is 


- belt, if not only ro be acquir'd by 


conyverſing 


if 
I: 


1 ig 1 —© 
converſing with us ; for beſides the 
natural Defegence, which the Males 
of every obſexvableSpecies of the cre- 
ation pay to their Females, and the 
Reaſons befare given for Complacence, 
which all hold good here, there is 
a tender Softneſs in the Frame of 
our Minds, as well as in the Conſti- 
rution of oux Bodies, which inſpire 
Men, a Sex more rugged, with the 
like Sentiments, and Aﬀections, | 
and infuſe gently and infenſibly | 
a Care to; oblige, and a Concern | 4 
not to oftend us. 
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Hence iz] is that they employ all ;,.,,,.... 
their Ar, | Wt, and [utention to lay 70." f 
and do things, that may appear to "7 
us, ſurprizipg and agreable cirher for * 
their Novdky or Contrivance. The 
very End qgnd Narure of Converſa- 
tion among] us' retrench aboundance 
of thoſe things, which make the 
greateſt part of Men's dilcourſc, - 
and they | fiad rhemſelses oblig'd = 
to {train yheir Inventions to fetch 
from othcg Springs, Streams proper 
to entertain us with. This puts. 

'em upon Þb.ating and ranging ore 
LIC 


NY 
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'the Fields of Fancy to find ſome- 
' thing new, ſomething pretty to of- 
fer to us, and by this means refines 
' at the ſame time their Wit, and en- 
; Jarges, and extends their Invention 
' For by forcing 'em out of the com- 
' mon Road, they are necceſlitated to 


invent new Arguments,and ſeck new 


' ways to divert and pleaſe us, and 
| by reſtraining the large Liberty they 


rake one with anorher, they are 


- compell'd to poliſh their Wit, and 


File off the Roughneſs of it. To. 
this they owe, the Neatneſs of 
Raillery, to which abundance of _ 
Gentlemen are now arriv'd ; For 
Contraricty, of Opinions, being 
that which gives Life, and Spirit | 
to Converſation, as well Women as 
Men do frequently hold Arguments 
contrary to their real Opinions, on- 
ly to heigrhen the Diverſion, and im- | 
prove the pleaſure of Socicty. In. 
theſe the utmoſt Care 1s taken to 
avoid ail things that may ſound harſh, | 
o{tenlive, or indecent, their Wits 
employ'd only to raiſe mirth, and. 
prum<.te ppoa Humour, Conditions 
that can't weil be eb&ry'd, v hen. 
' Mer 


| 


wi 


Men contend for Realities, and diſc 
pute for the Reputation of their 
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Fools 19 ft 
Companions 


Wit or Judgment, and the truth of fr ime. 


their Opiniens. 'Tis true theſe 
gp provemeny are to be made only 
'# by Men, that have by Nature an 
impcovyable Stock of Wit and good 
Senſe ; For thoſe that have it nor, 
b-ing unable:to diſtinguiſh what is 
proper for tljcirdmitation, are apt 
ro Ape us in thoſe Things which are 
the peculiar Graces and Ornaments 
of our- Sex, and which are the im- 
mediate Objgdts of Sight, and nced 


no further Reflection, or thinking. 


1 his way iS notorious in our 
Modern Beaz's, who obſerving the 
Care taken by ſome of our Sex in the 


ſetting of ml Perſons, without 


penetrating any farther into the 
Reaſons Women have for it, or con- 
ſidering, thay, what became them, 
might be ridiculous in themſelves, 


fall ro licking, ſprucing, and drefs 


ſing cheir Campaign Faces, and ill 


contriv'd Bodhics, that now, like alt 


Fooliſh Imitatours, they our do the 
Originals, and out-powder, out- 
datch, and gqut-paint the Vaineſ 
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| and moſt extravagant of our Sex at 


thoſe Follies, and are perpetually 


| Cocking, Bruſtling, Twiring, -and 
' making Grimaces, as if they ex- 
peed we ſhou'd make Addreſſes 


/ w 


{ro 'em in a ſhort Time. Yet ought 
| n. t this to diſcourage any Ingenious 
. | Perſon, or bring any Scandal upon _ 

our Converſation, any more than 

: Travelling ought to be brought into 

| Diſrepute, becauſe it is obſervy'd, 


thatthoſe, who go abroad Fools, re- 
7 1in Fops. It 1s not 1n our power to 
2/ter Nature, but to poliſh ir, and 


\*jf an Afs has learnt all his Paces, 


ſ;ou'd chop Logick. This is ſo far 
from being an Objection againſt us, | 
that it 1s an Argument, that none 
Þ.:r Ingenious Men are duely quali- 
fied ro converſe: with us; Who by 
v4ur Means have nor only been fit- 
red, and finiſh'id for great things, 
bur have actually aſpir'd ' to 'em.. 
For 'tis my. Opinion, that we owe. 
the Neat, Gcntile Raillery in Sir 
George Etheredge, and Sir Charles. 


. Sedtey's Plays, ' and the Gallant 
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Verſes of Wig Waller to their Con- 
verſing much with Ladies. And [_ 
remember ah Opinion of a very In- 
genious Pexſon, who” alcribes the 
Kuine of iy 5 ;paniſh Grandeur in great 
mealure, t6 the ridiculing . in the 
Perſon "1 on (21ixot, the: Gallantry 
of that Nat i roward their Ladies. 
This Opigion however Ingenious 
carries me {hes the Scope and de- 
ſign of th preſent Argument, and 
therefore. 'I! ſhall leave all further 
Conſideratton of it to thoſe that arc 
more art leijure, and leſs weary than 
I am at preſent. 


There Mhnaig yet ſome things to 
be ſpoken,$o, but I mult confels to 
you, Madap, that I amalready very 
much tireg, and I have reaton to | 
fear that you are more. When you 
enjoyn'd me this Task, I bclieve, 
you did mot expect, I am ſure, I 
did not igtcnd ſo long a Letter. TI 
know I hqve written too much, yet 
[ leave ms to judge, whether it be. 
cnough. {One Experience I have 
gain'd by this Eſfay, that [ find, 


when ou Hands arc in, -'tis as 
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hard to ſtop 'em, as our Tongues, 
'and as difficult not to write, as not 
'ro talk too much. I have done 
|wondring at thoſe Men, that can 
write huge Yolumes upon ſlender 
| | Subjects, and ſhall hereafter admire 
- | their Judgment only, who' can con- 
' fine their Imaginations, and curb | 
 /rhezir wandring Fancies. I pretend . 
| no Obligation upon our Sex for this 
| Attempt in their Defence; becauſe 
' it was undertaken at your Com- 
mand,and for your Diverſion only, | 
which if I haye in any meaſure } 
 farisfied, I have my Ambition, and | 
| | ſhall beg nothing farther, than that } 
' my ready Obedience may excuſe | 
the mean Performance of 2 


Madam, 
Tour real Friend , anh 


Moſt humble Servant. 
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